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Safety  Regulations  Under  Attack 

8  Die  As  Fire  Sweeps  D.C.  Gay  Movie  House 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  In  the 
second  major  fire  in  a  gay-oriented 
establishment  in  recent  months,  eight 
men  have  died  in  a  blaze  that  swept  a 
Washington  movie  house  last  Monday. 
The  fire,  which  destroyed  the  Cinema 
Follies,  trapped  15  men  as  they  were 
watching  gay  porno  films  in  the 
theatre,  located  on  the  second  floor  of 
a  cinder-block  building.  Only  one  of 
the  15  patrons  escaped  without  injury; 
six  men  were  hospitalized  and  one  of 
them  remains  in  critical  condition.  The 
cause  of  the  blaze  is  as  yet  unknown.  A 
Washington  Post  account  described 
the  building  on  the  day  after  the  fire  as 
having  “the  grim,  burned  out  appear¬ 
ance  appropriate  to  a  death  trap.” 

The  Cinema  Follies  blaze  comes  four 
months  after  fire  destroyed  the 
Everard  Baths  in  New  York  City.  In  the 
Everard  tragedy,  which  took  place  last 
May  25,  nine  men  lost  their  lives  while 
10  others  were  injured. 

According  to  fire  officials,  the 
cinema  appeared  to  be  in  compliance 
with  District  of  ^Columbia  fire  and 
building  regulations.  These  regulations 
require  every  “assembly  room”  that 
holds  fewer  than  74  persons  to  have 
one  exit  door  with  an  exit  light  above 
it.  The  Cinema  Follies  had  that  one 
required  exit  door,  but  the  door  was 
the  front  door  of  the  run-down 


cinema;  it  was  from  this  door  that  the 
fire  roared  up  the  steps  into  the  cinema 
itself.  Another  door,  which  led  from 
the  inside  of  the  theatre  to  the  roof, 
could  not  be  opened,  and  fire  officials 
are  still  attempting  to  discover  the 
reason  why  this  was  so. 

The  cinema  met  city  fire  and  build¬ 
ing  requirements  when  it  was  inspected 
by  fire  officials  in  June  of  1976.  In  the 
spring  of  this  year,  fire  officials  made 
an  informal  inspection,  and  the 


premises  once  again  met  regulations. 

However,  in  the  wake  of  the  Cinema 
Follies  disaster,  fire  officials  now 
assert  that  fire  regulations  are  too  lax. 
“The  regulations  aren’t  good  enough,” 
Chief  H.  H.  Shaffer  of  the  fire  depart¬ 
ment’s  fire  prevention  division  told  the 
Post.  “I  personally  think  that  any 
place  where  people  gather  for  whatever 
reason  should  have  a  second  way  out 
other  than  the  way  you  came  in.” 

The  fire  appalled  Washington’s  gay 


community  and  an  emergency  commu¬ 
nity  meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  was  held  the 
day  after  the  blaze.  GAA  members, 
expressing  “consternation”  about  ex¬ 
isting  fire  regulations,  met  with  city 
officials,  and  there  was  talk  of  gay 
people  “policing”  their  own  establish¬ 
ments. 

Washington’s  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  put  itself  in  charge  of 
all  bodies  that  might  be  unclaimed  and 
a  church  memorial  service  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  held  Sunday. 

Fire  official  Shaffer  said  that  he  is 
investigating  the  “consistent  claim” 
from  several  fire  survivors  that  the 
theatre  door  to  the  roof  was 
padlocked.  “One  of  my  own  fire 
investigators  said  he  saw  a  padlock  on 
that  door,”  Shaffer  stated.  “But  there 
is  no  physical  way  to  hang  a  padlock 
on  it.”  He  admitted  that  such  a 
padlock  might  have  been  lost  as  fire¬ 
fighters  broke  through  the  door. 

One  fire  survivor  remembered  that 
he  “held  that  lock  in  my  hand  —  it  was 
heavy  brass  or  else  a  brass-colored  pad¬ 
lock.  It  was  the  type  you  would  put  a 
key  in  from  the  bottom  to  open  it. 
When  I  held  that  lock  in  my  hand  I  was 
very  angry.  I  cannot  explain  the  rage  I 
felt  at  that  moment.” 


Montreal  Police  Arrest  135  in  Leather  Bar  Raid 


MONTREAL,  Canada  —  Dressed  in 
battle  fatigues  and  carrying  semi-auto¬ 
matic  M-16  weapons,  a  special  squad 
of  Montreal  Police  raided  a  gay  leather 
bar  last  Friday  evening,  arresting  135 
men.  All  those  arrested  at  the  bar 
“Trucks”  were  charged  under  Quebec 
law  with  “being  found  inside  a  bawdy 
house”  while  the  owners  of  the  bar 
were  charged  with  “operating  a  com¬ 
mon  bawdy  house.”  Eight  people  were 
also  charged  with  “gross  indecency” 
and  all  the  arrested  men  were  booked, 
compelled  to  undergo  examinations  for 


venereal  disease,  and  then  released. 

The  police  raid  was  the  strongest 
crackdown  in  the  city  since  last  year’s 
Olympics,  when  gay  bars  and  baths 
were  the  targets  of  police  action.  On 
the  day  following  last  week’s  police 
action,  some  1500-2000  gay  people 
marched  in  a  militant  demonstration  in 
downtown  Montreal  in  protest.  No 
other  bars  in  the  city  have  been  raided. 

Constable  Charles  Poxon  of  the 
Montreal  Police  told  GCN  by  tele¬ 
phone  the  raid  was  not  part  of  a 


general  anti-gav  “crackdown.”  “I’m 
sure  that  was  not  their  [the  police’s] 
intention,”  said  Poxon.  “There  were 
gross  indecencies  going  on,  right  in  the 
open.  The  police  were  cracking  down 
on  crime,  whether  it  be  male-female, 
male-male,  or  female-female.” 

Poxon  reported  that  the  raid  was 
carried  out  after  consultation,  with 
state  prosecutors  and  after  two  weeks 
of  observation  of  the  bar  by  the  police 
Divison  of  Morality  Section.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Poxon  the  “gross  indecencies” 


took  place  on  the  second  and  third 
levels  of  the  bar.  All  80  people  arrested 
on  the  basement  and  first  levels  were 
released  immediately,  said  the 
constable. 

One  observer  said  that  the  bar  was 
“the  closest  thing  that  Montreal  has  to 
a  New  York-style  back-room  bar.” 
However,  he  did  add  that  “what  went 
on  in  Trucks  is  nothing  compared  to 
what  goes  on  in  New  York.”  The  bar 
remains  open  at  this  point,  pending  the 
outcome  of  the  case. 


IWY  Sends  Lesbian  Rights  Proposal  to  Houston 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Lesbian 
rights  is  one  of  the  26  official  proposals 
which  the  International  Women’s  Year 
Commission  will  send  for  debate  at  the 
national  meeting  of  women  to  be  held 
in  Houston  Nov.  18-21.  All  26  propos¬ 
als  were  endorsed  by  a  majority  of 
state-level  meetings  of  women  held 
earlier  this  year.  Lesbian  rights,  al¬ 
though  not  proposed  originally  by  the 
IWY  Commission  for  discussion  at  the 
state-level  meetings,  was  endorsed  at 
30  state  meetings. 

Other  proposals  approved  for  debate 
in  Houston  include  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  (endorsed  at  41  meetings) 
and  abortion  rights  (approved  in  36 
states).  Other  recommendations  to  be 
discussed  include  the  establishment  of 
a  cabinet-level  department  of  women 
in  the  federal  government,  federally 
funded  studies  of  new  birth  control 
methods,  and  goals  and  timetables  for 
hiring  women  in  government. 

The  issues  of  lesbian  rights,  abor¬ 
tion,  and  the  ERA  are  expected  to  be 


extremely  volatile  in  Houston,  as  they 
have  been  at  the  preliminary  meetings 
throughout  the  country.  The  “New 
Right”  will  be  well-represented  in 
many  delegations  at  the  Houston  con¬ 
ference  and  these  delegates  are 
expected  to  launch  a  major  assault  on 

Jesuits  Oust  Gay 

NEW  YORK  —  Thomas  Sweetin, 
the  Jesuit  candidate  who  was  denied 
ordination  last  year  because  of  his 
homosexuality,  has  now  been  dismissed 
by  the  order  after  13  years  of  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  priesthood.  Sweetin  ack¬ 
nowledges  that  he  is  gay  but  asserts 
that  he  has  always  been  inactive. 

Rev.  Albert  P.  Bartlett,  vice  provin¬ 
cial  in  charge  of  priestly  preparation 
for  New  York’s  Jesuit  order,  claimed 
that  Sweetin’s  “total  personality”  was 
a  major  factor  in  the  dismissal.  He 
questioned  Sweetin’s  “ability  to  relate 


the  feminist  proposals.  Ku  Klux  Klan 
delegates  apparently  control  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  delegation  and  there  are  reports 
that  they  will  attempt  to  cause  a  major 
'disruption  at  the  conference.  In 
addition,  the  Mormon  Church  controls 
1  the  Utah  delegation  and  John  Birch 


to  other  people”  and,  in  a  letter  to 
Sweetin,  mentioned  the  “adoption  of 
certain  forms  of  behavior,  character¬ 
istic  of  a  homosexual  life  style.” 

The  Order’s  action  was  opposed  by 
Sweetin’s  immediate  superior,  Rev. 
Frederic  M.  O’Connor,  and  a  group  of 
other  priests  at  the  Jesuit  Community 
Center  in  Manhattan.  O’Connor  and 
17  priests  signed  a  letter  protesting  the 
action.  O’Connor  maintained  that  the 
charge  of  homosexuality  “was  not 
sufficient  ground”  for  dismissal. 
“There  could  be  a  change,”  he  said. 


Society  women  will  also  be  present  in 
many  delegations. 

The  IWY  Commission  is  headed  by 
former  Rep.  Bella  Abzug  and  the  U.S. 
government  has  allotted  more  than  $5 
million  for  the  state-level  and  Houston 
meetings. 


“Perhaps  in  two  or  three  years  there 
could  be  the  ordination  of  a  publicly 
admitted  homosexual.” 

In  an  appeal  to  the  Sacred  Congre¬ 
gation  for  Religious  at  the  Vatican, 
Sweetin  had  stated,  “It  is  true  —  I  am 
a  homosexual.  However,  I  have  never 
once  acted  upon  my  sexuality  nor  have 
I  ever  attempted  to  justify  anyone’s 
acting  upon  his  or  her  sexuality. 

“I  have  been  willing  to  openly  ack¬ 
nowledge  my  feelings  and  my  belief 
that  homosexuality  is  not  anything  to 
be  ashamed  about,”  said  Sweetin. 


Ordination  Candidate 


UPCOMING  TV 


EUGENE,  ORE.,  BARS  BIAS 

EUGENE,  ORE.  —  The  Eugene  City  Council  voted 
last  week  to  add  the  words  "sexual  orientation"  to 
the  city's  1969  Human  Rights  Ordinance.  The  de¬ 
cision  came  on  a  5-3  vote,  but  the  decision  must  be 
approved  one  more  time  in  order  for  it  to  become 
law.  The  ordinance  bars  discrimination  in  housing, 
employment,  and  public  accomodations.  A  move  to 
weaken  the  measure  failed  6-2. 

If,  as  expected,  the  bill  gains  the  necessary 
second  approval,  the  city  will  become  the  third  mu¬ 
nicipality  to  enact  a  gay  rights  ordinance  since  the 
repeal  of  a  similar  ordinance  in  Dade  County,  Flor¬ 
ida.  The  other  two  cities  who  have  passed  such 
measures  since  the  Miami  vote  are  Wichita, 
Kansas,  and  Champaign-Urbana,  Illinois. 


McNEILL  SILENCING  ASSAILED 

MT.  RAINIER,  MARYLAND  —  The  Quixote  Center, 
the  Catholic-based  justice  center,  has  sent  a  letter 
to  bishops  and  Jesuit  provincials  in  the  United 
States,  strongly  criticizing  the  recent  Vatican  silen¬ 
cing  of  Fr.  John  McNeill  for  his  pro-gay  views.  "The 
silencing  of  an  American  priest  is  a  very  serious  af¬ 
front  to  our  cherished  democratic  ideals  of  free  dis¬ 
cussion"  which  aligns  Church  authorities  "not  with 
Jesus,  but  with  totalitarian  rulers  of  the  secular 
world  who  fear  free  speech  and  fight  open  discus¬ 
sion,"  wrote  the  staff  of  the  Center. 

The  Center  urged  the  bishops  and  Jesuit  provin¬ 
cials  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  reverse  the 
Vatican  decision  to  silence  McNeill.  "This  particular 
silencing  has  an  especially  destructive  impact  upon 
Catholic  homosexuals  who  are  struggling  to  be  ac¬ 
corded  their  legitimate  civil  and  religious  rights," 
the  letter  noted. 

RHODE  ISLAND  RALLY 

PROVIDENCE  —  The  Rhode  Island  Gay  Political 
Caucus  is  sponsoring,  "A  Call  to  Action"  for  gay 
rights  on  Saturday,  November  5th  from  3:30  to  5 
pm.  at  the  First  Unitarian  Church,  corner  Benefit 
and  Benevolent  Streets,  Providence. 

Massachusetts  State  Representative  Elaine  Noble 
will  speak  on  the  subject,  "Gay  Rights  —  Where  Do 
We  Go  From  Here?" 

Other  local  gay  rights  leaders  and  supporters 
will  discuss: 

— What  the  recent  Supreme  Court  decisions 
mean  to  gay  people 

— How  to  get  involved  in  gay  rights  work  in 
Rhode  Island 

— What  the  proposed  Providence  anti-discrimin¬ 
ation  ordinance  would  mean  for  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity.  * 

The  rally  will  be  followed  by  a  benefit-reception 
at  the  Fife  and  Drum,  Weybosset  and  Dorrance 
Streets  in  Providence. 


CITIZENS  VS.  WBUR 

BOSTON  —  WBUR  station  manager  Bonnie  Cro¬ 
nin  and  Boston  University  journalism  professor  and 
station  "adviser"  Blaine  Littell  appear  to  have 
agreed  in  principle  to  the  formation  of  a  Listener 
Advisory  Group  to  help  plan  programming.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Dave  Tilton  of  the  'watchdog'  Listener  Ad¬ 
visory  Group  who  met  with  the  two  last  week, 
Cronin  and  Littell  agreed  to  bring  the  idea  to  Boston 
University  Vice  President  Gross.  The  university- 
owned  radio  station  has  come  under  pressure  from 
BU  officials  to  modify  its  community-oriented  pro¬ 
gramming  policies  and  to  adhere  more  closely  to 
the  views  of  BU  President  John  Silber.  "Gay  Way," 
the  weekly  gay  radio  show,  has  reportedly  incurred 
Silber's  wrath  but  station  officials  maintain  that  the 
show  is  in  no  danger. 

Dave  Tilton  told  GCN  that  his  group  is  now  in  the 
process  of  drafting  a  definite  proposal.  "If  we  come 
up  with  a  viable  plan,  it  would  be  political  suicide 
to  say  no,"  said  Tilton. 
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DEPORTING  GREECE'S  GAYS 

ATHENS,  Greece  —  The  Greek  Ministries  of 
Public  Order  and  Social  Services  are  preparing  a 
bill  which  provides  for  the  deportation  of  the 
nation's  homosexuals,  the  London  Gay  News 
writes.  The  bill  reportedly  provides  for  one  year 
imprisonment  for  first-time  gay  "offenders"  and 
deportation  if  they  are  convicted  for  a  second  time. 


BOYCOTTING  MIAMI 

MIAMI  BEACH,  Fla.  —  The  National  Education 
Assn,  and  the  American  Library  Assn,  have  written 
to  Miami  Beach's  convention  bureau  manager  to 
announce  that  they  will  not  hold  their  national 
conventions  there  because  of  Florida's  failure  to 
ratify  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment.  While  neither 
group  had  made  formal  commitments  to  hold  con¬ 
ventions  in  Miami  Beach,  had  the  two  groups  done 
so  they  would  have  spent  about  $8  million  in  the 
city.  Florida  refused  to  ratify  the  ERA  last  spring, 
shortly  before  anti-gay  forces  won  the  repeal  of  the 
Dade  County  gay  rights  referendum.  Fear  of 
homosexuality  played  a  large  part  in  the  ERA's 
defeat  in  the  Florida  legislature. 

In  addition,  gay  boycotts  of  Miami  Beach  are 
beginning  to  take  some  toll.  "The  impact  from  the 
gay  issue  is  not  as  great,  but  it  is  picking  up 
momentum,"  Hal  Cohen,  executive  director  of  the 
Miami  Beach  Tourist  Development  Authority,  told 
the  Miami  Herald.  Cohen  noted  that  a  group  of  100 
Brazilians  recently  cancelled  out  because  of  the  gay 
issue  but  he  doubted  that  they  were  involved  in  the 
gay  rights  movement  itself. 


Rep.  Francis  W.  Hatch,  Jr. 

1 

HATCHING  A  GOVERNOR 

BOSTON  —  State  Rep.  Francis  W.  Hatch  (R-Bev- 
erly)  last  week  announced  his  candidacy  for  the 
Republican  nomination  for  Governor.  Hatch  has 
been  a  co-sponsor  of  Massachusetts  gay  rights 
legislation  for  the  last  two  years.  As  minority 
leader  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  has 
testified  in  support  of  anti-discrimination  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  debated  in  support  of  it  on  the  floor  of  the 
House. 

In  making  the  announcement,  Hatch  said,  "Mi¬ 
chael  Dukakis  should  not  be  Governor.  He  has 
been  our  governor  for  almost  three  years,  and  he 
has  failed  —  failed  to  provide  the  kind  of  bold 
leadership  he  promised,  failed  to  make  the  kind  of 
decisions  Massachusetts  needs  to  make  this  state  a 
better  place  in  which  to  live." 

Other  possible  candidates  of  the  Republican 
gubernatorial  nomination  include  Middlesex 
County  Sheriff  John  J.  Buckley,  Stat^ 'Rep.  Charles 
Flaherty  (D-Canrrbridge)  arid  former  Massport 
director  Edward  J.  King. 

Anyone  wishing  to  assist  in  the  Hatch  campaign 
has  been  asked  to  contact  the  Hatch  Committee  at 
(617)  523-2551. 


NEW  YORK  —  ABC-TV's  show  "Family"  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  drama  that  involves  a  lesbian  schoolteacher. 
The  show  was  prepared  with  the  advice  of  Dr. 
Sheila  Bob,  a  clinical  psychologist  involved  with  the 
Gay  Media  Task  Force  in  Hollywood.  Ginny  Vida  of 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  reports  that  the 
advanced  word  on  the  show  is  that  it  is  "very  posi¬ 
tive." 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  anti-gay  crusader 
Anita  Bryant  will  appear  on  NBC’s  Today  show  on 
Thursday,  November  3.  The  show  is  aired  at  7  a.m. 
but  it  is  not  known  at  exactly  what  time  Bryant  will 
make  her  appearance. 

EXTENDING  ERA  DEADLINE 

NEW  YORK  —  With  the  future  of  the  national 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  in  doubt,  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  has  urged  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
support  a  bill  to  be  introduced  in  Congress  that 
would  extend  the  deadline  for  the  ratification  of 
the  ERA.  The  bill,  introduced  by  Reps.  Elizabeth 
Holtzman  and  Margaret  Heckler,  would  extend 
until  March  1986  the  date  on  wich  2A  of  the  state 
legislatures  must  ratify  the  IRA.  The  deadline  cur¬ 
rently  expires  in  1979,  and  ERA  proponents  are 
fearful  that  the  3  additional  states  necessary  to 
ratify  the  amendment  may  not  do  so  by  that  time. 
The  Carter  Administration  is  supporting  the  dead¬ 
line  extension. 

In  urging  gay  support  for  the  ERA  extension  pro¬ 
posal,  NFTF  co-director  Jean  O'Leary  stated,  "Its 
(the  ERA's)  passage  will  help  set  a  progressive  cli¬ 
mate  for  passage  of  gay  rights  legislation,  even 
though  it  will  not  benefit  all  gays  directly,  and  the 
deadline  extension  may  provide  the  extra  time 
needed." 


ANOTHER  BU  BATTLE 

BOSTON  —  Apparent  attempts  by  the  Silber  ad¬ 
ministration  to  gain  control  of  the  Boston  University 
media  may  be  meeting  a  court  challenge  soon.  The 
Boston  law  firm  of  Homans,  Hamilton,  and  Lawson 
has  agreed  to  take  the  case  of  the  BU  Exposure,  a 
campus  newspaper,  in  its  battle  with  university 
censorship.  The  University  has  asserted  that  it  will 
not  give  funds  to  the  newspaper  or  let  it  use  uni¬ 
versity  facilities  unless  the  Exposure  submits  its 
copy  for  review  and  editing.  The  Exposure  has  re¬ 
fused  to  do  this. 

In  a  letter  to  the  university  administration,  the 
newspaper's  lawyers  stated  that  BU's  "insistence 
on  this  right  of  prior  review  would  threaten,  and 
might  violate,  these  students'  constitutional 
rights." 

Although  there  is  no  court  case  at  present  and 
the  firm  has  not  decided  the  best  course  of  legal 
action,  Attorney  William  Homans  said,  "It's  an  im¬ 
portant  case  anytime  people  running  a  newspaper 
are  told  they  have  to  submit  it  for  approval." 

SEXUAL  POLITICS  MEET 

HARTFORD  CT  —  Author  Kate  Millett  will  join 
Yale  University  history  professor  Dr.  John  Boswell 
as  keynote  speakers  at  a  day-long  conference  Sat¬ 
urday,  November  12  on  the  theme  "Sexual  Politics: 
Alternative  Lifestyles  and  Public  Policy." 

The  program,  scheduled  for  9  am  until  about  3:30 
pm  at  50  Bloomfield  Ave.,  Hartford, will  explore  the 
socio-legal  determination  of  what  is  considered 
"normal"  or  acceptable  sexuality.  The  event  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
of  Hartford  and  by  the  Hill  Center. 

The  audience  will  be  invited  to  interact  with  Mil¬ 
lett  and  Boswell  and  a  panel  moderated  by  the  Rev. 
George  Welles,  Jr.,  on  "Moral  Entrepreneurship 
and  Civil  Rights:  Who  Speaks  for  Society?"  Other 
panelists  are  professors  Norman  Goroff,  Anne  Hus¬ 
ton  and  Melvin  Goldstein;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alan  Tull; 
and  attorney  G.  J.  Stillson-MacDonnell. 

A  final  panel  will  focus  on  sexual  discrimination 
from  the  legislative  point  ot  view.  Moderated  by 
the  Rev.  F.  Jay  Deacon,  it  will  include  local  officials 
and  project  director  Dr.  Jon  Darling. 

The  program  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from 
the  Connecticut  Humanities  Council.  There  is  no  ad¬ 
mission  charge,  and  advance  registration  is  not 
necessary. 


Hay  Questions  Asked  on  Lie-Detector  Test 


Aff  adavits  Charge  Coors  With  Sexual  Screening 


By  Jim  Marko 

GOLDEN,  CO  —  This  month  GCN 
has  received  evidence  that,  as  late  as 
February  1974,  Adolph  Coors  Brewing 
Company  has  questioned  prospective 
employees  about  their  sexuality.  In 
signed  affidavits,  dated  September  20, 
1977  and  issued  by  Local  366  of  the 
Brewery  Workers,  AFL-CIO,  two 
former  prospective  employees  have 
made  known  that  questions  about 
homosexual  activities  were  asked  of 
them  during  polygraph  (lie  detector) 
examinations. 

Since  April  5  of  this  year,  Local  366 
has  been  on  strike  at  the  Coors  plant  in 
Golden.  According  to  the  union,  the 
major  issue  in  the  walkout  is  not  wages 
but  human  rights.  The  union  leader¬ 
ship  has  charged  from  the  beginning 
that  Coors  use  of  the  lie  detector  tests 
is  an  invasion  of  individual  rights. 

As  reported  in  GCN  in  July,  the 
Adolph  Coors  company  has  had  a  long 
practice  of  requiring  the  polygraph  for 
applicants  as  a  condition  of  employ¬ 
ment.  In  that  earlier  article,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  firm  claimed  that  there 
is  no  truth  to'the  reports  that  job  appli¬ 
cants  are  asked  “Are  you  a  homo¬ 
sexual?”  “We  are  not  concerned  with 
a  prospective  employee’s  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,  sexual  background,  or  the  like 
and  those  questions  are  not  associated 
with  pre-employment  screening,”  the 
spokesperson  assured  GCN. 

However,  according  to  John  A.  Kin- 
cannon,  he  had  to  submit  to  a  poly¬ 
graph  test  for  employment  at  the  firm 
in  April  of  1973.  Kincannon  claims 


that  of  the  many  personal  questions 
asked,  one  that  “most  aggravated” 
him  was  “Are  you  a  homosexual?” 
Similarly,  Guy  C.  Decker,  who  took  a 
pre-employment  lie  detector  test  at 
Coors  in  February  of  1974,  charges 
that  he  was  asked,  “Have  you  ever 
been  involved  with  homosexuals?” 

Despite  the  increasing  evidence  that 
Coors  employment  practices  are  dis¬ 
criminatory  and  disregard  the  privacy 
of  individuals,  there  is  still  conflicting 
sentiment  in  the  gay  community  con¬ 
cerning  the  nationwide  boycott  against 
Coors  beer.  The  company  took  out  a 
full-page  advertisement  in  The  Advo- . 
cate  in  which  it  denied  the  claims  con¬ 
cerning  its  hiring  practices.  Advocate 
editor  David  Goodstein  has  suggested 
that  there  is  no  need  to  boycott  the 
product. 

Following  the  earlier  report  in  GCN 
and  similar  stories  in  other  gay  publica¬ 
tions,  the  National  Gay  Leadership 
Conference  held  in  Denver  endorsed 
the  boycott  of  Coors.  The  Stonewall 
Democratic  Club  of  California  has 
joined  the  AFL-CIO,  the  United  Farm¬ 
workers,  and  the  Communications 
Workers  of  Americain  the  boycott  call, 
as  well. 

Without  admitting  past  bias  against 
black,  Chicano  and  female  workers, 
Coors  signed  an  agreement  in  fed¬ 
eral  court  promising  future  employ¬ 
ment  practices  will  be  nondiscrimina- 
tory.  That  settlement  agreement  was 
the  result  of  a  suit  filed  by  the  U.S. 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Com¬ 


mission  in  Denver  U.S.  District  Court 
in  September  of  1975. 

The  union  has  charged  that  the  com¬ 
pany  has  not  yet  complied  with  the 
Commission’s  order  and  it  continues 
its  call  for  a  boycott  of  the  product. 
That  boycott  is  apparently  having 
some  effect  in  California,  where  the 
firm  has  lost  its  first  place  irf  beer  sales. 
In  the  Boston  area,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Northeast,  sales  of  Coors  have  not 
been  easy  to  record  or  follow  because 
the  product  is  not  “officially  distrib¬ 
uted”  in  the  area.  The  beer  on  sale  in 
Boston  is  referred  to  by  the  company 
as  a  “bootleg  variety”  and,  because  of 
that,  Coors  suggests  that  the  product 
not  be  purchased. 

Some  gays  are  boycotting  Coors  as 
much  for  its  political  stances  as  its  hir¬ 
ing  practices.  Reports  persist  that  the 
company  contributed  money  to  Save 
Our  Children,  Inc.  in  that  group’s  suc¬ 
cessful  defeat  of  the  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance  in  Dade  County.  Joseph 
Coors,  director  of  the  firm,  has  admit¬ 
ted  that  he  personally  has  made  contri¬ 
butions  of  $1,000  a  year  to  Phyllis 
Schlafly,  leader  of  the  anti-ERA 
forces.  Coors  contends  that  he  makes 
payments  through  a  foundation  whose 
name  he  does  not  recall. 

This  admission  of  contributions  to 
Schlafly  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  a 
statement  by  a  Coors  representative. 
The  spokesperson  for  the  company 
told  GCN  that  nobody  at  Coors,  “in 
the  Coors  family  or  in  the  Coors  Foun¬ 
dation  has  given  money  to  Save  Our 


Children  or  to  any  anti-ERA  forces.” 
Over  the  past  few  years,  the  Coors 
family  has  contributed  to  right-wing 
organizations  like  the  National  Right 
to  Work  Committee  and  the  Heritage 
Foundation.  Joseph  Coors,  in  addition 
to  contributing  to  Phyllis  Schlafly,  has 
also  been  a  major  contributor  to  the 
political  campaigns  of  Richard  Nixon 
and  Ronald  Reagan. 

Local  366  of  the  Brewery  Workers 
continues  its  nearly  seven  month  long 
strike  with  the  long-voiced  contention 
that  the  “issue  is  dignity.”  The  union 
claims  it  will  hold  firm  in  defense  of 
“human  rights,”  a  defense  viewed  as 
central  to  the  dispute.  The  workers 
continue  to  call  for  union  and  public 
support  of  a  “massive,  nationwide 
boycott  of  Coors  beer.” 

On  Oct.  6,  an  administrative  law 
judge  for  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  ruled  that  Coors  had  not  vio¬ 
lated  the  law  as  the  union  had  charged. 
It  was  the  union’s  contention  that 
Coors  misrepresented  proposed 
contract  language  in  a  letter  to  brewery 
workers.  The  NLRB  judge  said  the 
firm  had,  in  fact,  misled  the  workers, 
but  had  not  broken  the  law.  Although 
an  appeal  is  planned,  the  union  had 
placed  its  hope  on  a  favorable  NLRB 
ruling  to  end  the  strike. 

It  seems  that  the  strike  at  the  plant  in 
Golden  is  in  some  trouble.  Although 
500  strikers  are  still  out,  only  100  or  so 
regularly  attend  the  weekly  union 
meetings;  reportedly  fewer  than  that 
show  up  for  picket  line  duty. 


‘Christian  Cause’  Urges  Anti-Gay  Campaign 


CHRISTIAN  CAUSE 

A  Movement  to  Restore  Moral  Accountability  to  American  Life 


LOS  ANGELES  —  A  well-financed, 
high-quality  anti-gay  mailing  from  an 
organization  called  Christian  Cause  is 
being  circulated  throughout  the 
country.  The  organization  describes 
itself  as  A  Movement  to  Restore  Moral 
Accountability  to  American  Life”  and 
lists  the  Los  Angeles  police  chief  as 
special  consultant.  The  mailing,  signed 
by  Rev.  Robert  G.  Grant,  the  president 
of  the  Christian  Cause  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  is  primarily  an  appeal  for  funds 
and  includes  a  “morality  issues  poll” 
in  the  mailing. 

The  mailing  is  addressed  “Dear  Po¬ 
tential  Victim”  and  leads  off  with  a 
quote  from  Bob  Green,  husband  of 
Anita  Bryant.  “This  is  a  warning  flag 
to  all  communities  that  Christians  and 
other  morally  upright  people  better 


v 

wake  up  and  get  involved  before  they 
lose  control  of  their  schools  and  their 
whole  cities,”  Green  is  quoted  as 
saying.  The  letter  praises  Anita  Bryant 
as  a  “courageous  wife”  who  “literally 
put  her  professional  career  on  the  line” 
and  calls  Bryant’s  Miami  victory  “the 
most  important  single  victory  so  far  in 
our  movement  to  restore  moral 
accountability  to  American  life.” 

“ Her  fight  is  our  fight  .  .  .  Our 
supporters  are  doing  something  about 
the  moral  degeneracy  in  our  society,” 
writes  Rev.  Grant.  “Would  you  want 
an  admitted,  flaunting  homosexual 
teaching  your  children  .  .  .  serving  as 
your  minister  or  priest .  .  .  belonging  to 
your  local  police  or  fire  fighter  force?” 
asks  the  four-page  mailing. 

“Whenever  policy  is  being  made  .  .  . 


Whenever  individuals  are  deciding 
ethical  issues  which  affect  the  lives  of 
millions  of  ‘voiceless’  Americans, 
CHRISTIAN  CAUSE  plans  to  be  there 
to  promote  the  Christian  position  loud 
and  clear,"  the  organization  states.  TV 
messages,  grass-roots  organizing  and 
national  opinion  polls  are  listed  as 
three  ways  to  get  the  Christian  Cause 
message  across. 

The  Morality  Issues  Poll,  included 
with  the  mailing,  asks  Christian  Cause 
supporters: 

•  Do  you  support  Anita  Bryant’s 
stand  against  “gay  rights”  bills? 

•  Do  you  think  homosexuality, 
lesbianism,  and  bisexuality  are 
“normal”  and  should  be  publicly  sanc¬ 
tioned? 

•  Would  you  want  an  admitted 
homosexual  teaching  your  children 
.  .  .  serving  as  your  minister  or  priest 
.  .  .  belonging  to  your  local  police  or 
fire  fighter  force? 

•  Are  you  in  favor  of  abolishing  all 
laws  against  “victimless  crimes”  (e.g. ' 


special  consultant  to  ‘Christian  Cause.’ 

prostitution  and  sodomy)? 

•  Do  you  think  porno  shops  and  X- 
rated  movies  should  be  allowed  to 
thrive  free  of  any  legal  interference? 

Christian  Causes  lists  itself  as 
sponsored  by  CALL  (Christian  Amer¬ 
ican  Liberties  League),  a  non-profit, 
non-denominational  religious  organi¬ 
zation. 


Mayor  Ralph  Assault  Charge  A  Hoax 


CAMBRIDGE  —  Rampant  rumors 
that  Somerville  (Mass.)  Mayor  S. 
Lester  Ralph  had  been  arrested  on  Oct. 
21  on  a  charge  of  homosexual  rape 
were  denied  last  week  after  an  investi¬ 
gation  by  the  Middlesex  County  Dist¬ 
rict  Attorney’s  office  disclosed  that  the 
rumor  was  a  hoax.  In  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  last  Monday,  Assistant  D.A.  John 
F.  Kerry  called  the  rumors  “unfound¬ 
ed  and  reprehensible,”  and  told  report¬ 
ers  that  his  investigation  had  traced  the 
story  to  one  man,  who  has  since 
recanted. 

On  Oct.  22,  a  number  of  Boston 
media  outlets  received  anonymous  tele¬ 


phone  calls  stating  that  Ralph  had  been 
arrested  for  allegedly  raping  a  Somer¬ 
ville  man.  Within  a  matter  of  hours, 
the  story  was  spreading  throughout  the 
city.  Some  reports  had  Ralph,  who  is 
also  a  Methodist  minister,  arrested  for 
soliciting  a  plainclothes  police  officer 
for  sex,  but  later  released  upon  learn¬ 
ing  his  identity. 

Kerry  said  his  office  traced  the 
reports  to  one  man,  who,  after  some 
questioning,  broke  down  and  conceded 
that  he  had  conjured  up  the  story.  He 
later  passed  a  lie  detector  test  that 
attested  to  his  recantation. 

Ralph  is  a  lame-duck  mayor,  having 


announced  tht  he  would  not  seek  re- 
election  to  another  term  after  eight 
years.  As  a  liberal  Protestant  clergy¬ 
man,  he  has  always  been  controversial 
in  the  political  affairs  of  the  conserva¬ 
tive,  working-class  city  of  Somerville 
(pop.  89,000). 

A  source  familiar  with  Somerville 
politics  told  GCN  that  Ralph  has  been 
especially  unpopular  with  the  city’s 
police  officers  during  his  tenure  as 
mayor.  He  was  opposed  for  re-election 
last  time  by  State  Rep.  Marie  E.  Howe, 
a  leader  of  the  anti-gay  and  anti-abor¬ 
tion  forces  in  the  state  legislature. 
During  the  press  conference  last  week. 


Ralph  said,  “I  was  extremely  shocked 
at  the  participation  of  certain  police¬ 
men  in  the  spreading  of  this  vicious 
story,  and  I  remain  unconvinced  that 
the  chief  of  police,  Thomas  J.  O’Brien, 
fully  protected  my  rights  as  an  individ¬ 
ual  as  this  incident  developed.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  inci¬ 
dent  was  a  way  for  Ralph’s  enemies  in 
the  city  to  take  their  revenge  out  on  the 
mayor.  With  Ralph’s  term  expiring  at 
the  end  of  this  year,  he  will  be  unable 
to  retaliate.  As  of  press  time,  Ralph 
said  he  was  undecided  as  to  whether  he 
would  seek  legal  action  against  the 
culprit. 
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shallow  antics 

Dear  CiCN, 

This  is  6ne  of  the  "sad  truths  about  foolish 
people  —  they  do  things  that  attract  great  atten¬ 
tion  to  themselves  while  damaging  the  very 
causes  they  claim  to  espouse.  Throwing  a  pie  in 
Anita  Bryant’s  face  made  the  newspapers.  I  read 
about  it  in  the  straight  press  and  was  appalled.  I 
saw  it  in  GCN  and  was  furious  at  the  thought 
that  we  were  playing  so  easily  and  unthinkingly 
into  the  hands  of  those  who  hate  us. 

Throwing  a  pie  is  a  trivial  action,  that  by  its 
nature  makes  light  of  the  entire  issue  concerning 
which  the  pic  is  thrown.  Gay  rights  is  hardly  an 
insignificant  matter.  Any  time  our  cause  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  foolish  or  shallow  words  or  antics,  the 
whole  movement  suffers. 

It  might  indeed  give  some  of  us  a  moment’: 
minor  pleasure  to  see  Anita  Bryant’s  fact- 
covered  in  goo,  but  the  price  we  pay  for  such 
silliness  is  far  too  high.  In  such  an  instance  we 
end  up  with  egg  on  our  faces,  and  Anita 
triumphs. 

Nancy  Walker 


in  praise  of  pain 

Dear  GCN: 

Robert  Etherington’s  article  on  T.E.  Lawrence 
in  the  October  22  issue  demonstrates  an  attitude 
toward  masochism  well  illustrated  by  his  charac¬ 
terization  of  it  as  a  “slightly  scandalous”  (i.e.  ti¬ 
tillating)  subject.  He  assumes  —  without  quoting 
any  documentary  support  —  that  Lawrence’s 
enjoyment  of  being  beaten  was  in  part  due  to  his 
guilt  over  his  homosexuality  and  his  wish  to  do 
penance.  In  this  attitude,  he  shares  the  mistaken 
notion,  recently  expressed  ad  nauseam  by  John 
Rechy  in  his  books  and  interviews,  that  wanting 
to  be  physically  hurt  is  a  symptom  of  self-hatred. 

Pain  is  merely  a  strong  sensation.  The  desir¬ 
ability  or  undesirability  of  pain  depends  entirely 
on  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  individual.  If 
your  pants 'were  on  fire,  say,  the  desirability  of 
pain  would  be  in  its  ability  to  call  one’s  attention 
to  that  crucial  circumstance.  Strong  sensation 
can  be  desired  and  appreciated  for  its  own  sake: 
the  blazing  tang  of  a  jalapeno  pepper,  the  thun¬ 
derous  dissonances  of  a  composition  by  Charles 
Ives.  Or  strong  sensation  can  be  enjoyed  for  the 
associations  it  reinforces,  the  inhibitions  it  helps 
to  overcome.  Confronted  by  the  overwhelming 
presence  of  a  bodily  pain,  our  minds  are  pulled 
away  from  their  preoccupations  and  abstrac¬ 
tions  To  quote  one  of  our  very  minor  contem¬ 
porary  poets:  “Pain  is  like  a  thunderclap  /  That 
clears  the  air.”  To  be  enabled  to  experience  that 
“thunderclap”  can  be  a  gift  of  love. 

Part  of  our  problem  lies  in  the  use  of  a 
“double  vocabulary”  for  pain.  The  words 
“pain,”  “sadist,”  “masochist,”  in  their  most 
literal  interpretations,  have  no  connotations  of 
undesirability;  yet  in  daily  conversation  we  use 
them  as  if  “pain”  were  always  undesirable  and 
to  be  eliminated  when  possible,  “sadism”  and 
“masochism”  unhealthy  and  demeaning  alti¬ 
tudes.  Similarly,  Lawrence’s  love  of  “renuncia¬ 
tion”  and  “self-denial,”  his  talk  of  needing  to  be 
“punished,”  are  assumed  in  modern-day  casual 
conversation  to  be  indicative  of  unhealthy  self- 
hatred.  Yet  we  are  usually  “punished”  by  the 
ones  who  care  about  us  most;  the  relationship 
between  a  father  and  son,  a  master  and  disciple. 


a  teacher  and  pupil,  can  be  profoundly  loving 
and  sexual.  Lawrence’s  attitude  toward  his  sex¬ 
uality  may  indeed  have  been  unhappy  and 
troubled;  but  I  do  not  see  how  sexuality  in  andof 
itself  —  and  by  this  I  include  the  loving,  caring 
infliction  of  strong  sensation,  as  “Jock”  Bruce 
seems  to  have  done  for  Lawrence  —  can  be 
anything  but  joyful. 

Gary  Ralph 

new  york( 

new  yorlc 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

I  find  your  mention  on  September  24,  1977  of 
club  New  York,  New  York  totally  irresponsible. 
To  begin  with,  you  refer  to  the  club  as  John 
Addison’s,  which  is  totally  erroneous  as  is  your 
report  that  the  club  is  turning  away  the  gays.  I 
would  greatly  appreciate  your  source  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  both  details,  as  well  as  the  names  of 
any  gay  people  that  might  have  been  turned 
away. 

As  you  well  know,  it  is  not  only  illegal  to  do 
such  a  thing,  but  from  a  business  point  of  view 
would  be  quite  stupid,  as  the  gay  population  in 
New  York  (as  in  most  other  parts  of  the  country) 
are  the  trend  setters,  the  disco  goers,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  most  sought  after  clientele  in  the  disco 
industry. 

Please  write  a  retraction  immediately,  or  docu¬ 
ment  your  evidence.  1  would  greatly  appreciate  a 
reply  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Maurice  Brahms 
President 

P.S.:  John  Addison’s  only  affiliation  with  this 
club  is  on  a  part  time  basis  in  a  consultant 
capacity.  He  does  not  set  policy  and  if  he 
did,  it  certainly  would  not  be  to  turn  away 
the  gay  people  because  his  philosophy  in 
this  matter  is  very  similar  to  mine. 

elaine's  role 

Dear  GCN: 

Having  returned  from  six  months  consulting 
on  the  day  of  this  year’s  gay  bill  defeat,  and 
having  read  David  Brill’s  article  on  Elaine’s  role 
in  that  defeat,  I  feel  like  a  jacket  picking  the 
bones  of  a  good  friend.  David  may  be  right 
about  Elaine,  but  I  think  a  little  caution  is 
merited  in  assigning  blame  for  this  year’s  defeat 
and  in  consigning  Elaine  to  permanent  con¬ 
servatism. 

Without  defending  Elaine,  gay  people  ought  to 
recognize  her  broader  role  in  politics.  She  repre¬ 
sents  a  small  district,  is  part  of  Kevin  White’s 
political  machine,  has  adhered  closely  to  the 
legislative  leadership  in  the  House,  and  cannot 
rightly  be  labelled  either  liberal  or  conservative. 
Her  visible  power  —  a  national  gay  and  feminist 
constituency  —  is  evanescent  and  impotent  in 
strengthening  her  real  power.  With  extraordinary 
skill  and  no  little  luck,  Elaine  has  capitalized  on 
her  role  as  a  politician  and  her  courage  as  a  gay 
person.  Her  gains  are  largely  the  result  of  her 
skill,  rather  than  our  support,  and  she  deserves 
the  credit. 

At  the  same  time  that  Elaine  has  successfully 
used  her  charisma  with  the  media,  gay  people 
have  believed  their  own  press  releases.  Elaine 
works  in  a  fog  of  gay  adulation  wherever  she 
travels.  She  sometimes  shows  a  remarkable 


ability  to  penetrate  that  fog  and  help  her 
constituents,  but  those  constituents  always 
.  demand  more  than  she  can  deliver.  She  remains  a 
concerned,  articulate  and  practical  politician  in 
spite  of  gay  support,  rather  than  because  of  it. 
She  does  make  mistakes,  however,  and  we 
should  be  neither  surprised  nor  angered  that  she 
is  human. 

It  is  a  mark  of  Elaine’s  success  that  she  has 
now  achieved  sufficient  power  and  visibility  that 
we  may  now  criticize  her.  In  criticism,  however, 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  her  achievements,  nor 
of  how  much  she  is  still  needed.  It  is  as  important 
for  more  gay  people  to  get  into  politics  as  it  is  for 
those  who  respect  Elaine  to  support  her  selective¬ 
ly.  In  the  course  of  that  selective  support  we  may 
find  that  she  is  not  the  gay  political  wet  dream 
many  have  imagined.  But  she  is  still  the  most 
charismatic  representative  gay  people  have  ever 
found.  She  is  still  in  office,  and  she  still  has 
access  to  political  leaders.  She  still  has  immense 
talent,  much  of  which  has  yet  to  be  fully  devel¬ 
oped.  She  merits  our  concern  as  a  sister,  as  a 
friend,  and  as  a  responsible  official.  David’s 
article  shows  such  a  concern,  and,  respecting  his 
professional  dedication  and  personal  commit¬ 
ment,  I  can  understand  his  disappointment.  I  feel 
it  necessary  to  warn  others,  however,  that  Elaine 
is  still  the  strongest  politician  we  have.  Her  mis¬ 
takes  should  not  obscure  the  warm  respect  many 
feel  for  her.  Her  quixotic  behavior  this  year 
should  not  hide  her  history  of  generally  able 
leadership  in  years  past.  I  sense  there  may  be 
justice  in  David’s  analysis  of  Santa  Fareri’s  role 
in  this  year’s  lobbying,  but  let  those  who  have 
not  lost  in  listening  to  lovers  cast  the  first  stone. 
Let  us  all  recognize  Elaine’s  qualities  before 
dropping  her  for  weaknesses  we  all  share. 

I  personally  hope  that  Elaine  learns  from  her 
experience.  Yet  I  shall  continue,  always,  to  thank 
her  for  her  commitment  in  or  out  of  office.  Such 
commitment  extends  beyond  politics,  in  fact 
from  a  gay  woman  to  a  gay  man  it  extends 
beyond  sex.  Elaine  continues  to  be  more  than  a 
passive  demonstration  that  politics  and  homo¬ 
sexuality  are  not  mutually  exclusive.  She  may  be 
held  to  account  for  her  politics,  as  David’s  article 
holds  her,  but  she  need  not  account  for  more. 

Yours, 

Joe  Beckmann 


noble  and  the  bill 

Dear  GCN: 

As  office  manager  of  Gay  Legislation,  I  would 
like  to  state  that  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  (despite  Mr. 
Brill’s  article  in  the  Oct.  22  issue)  was  at  all  times 
in  complete  agreement  with  G.L.  She  came  to  us 
before  she  did  anything  to  get  our  opinion  first. 
We  knew  everything  she  was  doing,  before  she 
did  it. 

In  my  opinion  Massachusetts  would  not  even 
have  gotten  this  far  if  it  wasn’t  for  Ms.  Noble. 
And  then  what  do  we  do?  We  stab  her  in  the 
back  when  she’s  not  looking.  I  also  should  point 
out  that  even  though  Rep.  Frank  was  the  first  to 
introduce  Gay  Legislation  in  Mass,  it  wasn’t 
until  Ms.  Noble  was  elected  that  it  ever  got  out  of 
Committee,  and  put  to  a  vote. 

I  am  deeply  saddened  that  she  is  not  running 
for  re-election  and  1  feel  that  the  Mass.  Gay  com- 
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munity  will  suffer  a  great  deal. 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Connolly 

(Ed.  ’s  Note:  As  a  point  of  fact,  the  hill  did  make 
it  out  of  committee  in  1973  and  1974  and  was 
voted  upon  in  the  House  in  1974,  where  it  re¬ 
ceived  as  many  as  90  votes  —  prior  to  Elaine 
Noble ’s  first  election.  The  writer  of  this  letter  is 
writing  as  an  individual  and  not  as  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  Gay  Legislation  ’77.) 

profound  thanks 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  profound  thanks  to 
your  paper  and  in  particular  to  David  Brill  for 
his  fine  coverage  of  the  Massachusetts  gay  rights 
bill.  Comparing  the  October  22  and  29  GCN  to 
the  October  28  Esplanade,  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
Mr.  Brill  is  a  professional  who  knows  his  subject, 
while  the  latter  publication’s  writer  is,  as  he  says, 
a  “casual  observer.” 

In  1975,  while  Representative  Elaine  Noble 
was  in  her  first  year  as  a  legislator,  gay  rights  was 
defeated  in  the  Senate  after  passing  the  House. 

In  1977,  while  Ms.  Noble  was  in  her  third  year 
as  a  legislator,  gay  rights  passed  the  Senate 
(which  they  said  would  be  more  liberal,  and  was) 
but  was  defeated  in  the  House. 

There  must  be  a  reason  for  all  this. 

Again,  thanks  from  a  grateful  and  better- 
informed  reader. 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  Mills 
Boston 

bullet-proof  vest 

Dear  GCN: 

Congratulations  for  printing  what  another 
reader  asked  you  to  print  many  weeks  ago:  “the 
truth.” 

A  special  note  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Brill:  I  wish  a 
bullet-proof  vest. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph  Pascucci 


courageous  act 

Dear  GCN: 

David  Brill’s  “Talking  Politics”  in  this  week’s 
GCN  was  something  that  we  were  entitled  to  see 
a  long  time  ago. 

I  congratulate  GCN  for  having  the  courage  to 
print  it. 

Sincerely, 

Anne  Cardillo 

private  lives  and 

public  events 

Dear  GCN: 

Re:  David  Brill’s  Talking  Politics  in  the  Oct.  29 
edition.  I  have  been  reading  Mr.  Brill’s  column 
in  the  GCN  for  as  long  as  my  subscription  has 
run  and  for  the  most  part  found  it  good  journal¬ 
ism,  even  when  in  disagreement  I  found  it  stim¬ 
ulating. 

However,  I  think  Mr.  Brill’s  editors  should 
have  exercised  their  perogatives  more  stringently 
in  the  column  of  the  29th.  The  private  lives  of 
public  officials  are  not  usually  the  public’s 
business.  Rep.  Noble  may  have  been  responsible 
for  some  serious  tactical  errors.  She  may  have 
alienated  some  friends  and  supporters;  this  is  the 
stuff  of  political  commentary;  not  who  a  partic¬ 
ular  individual  may  or  may  not  sleep  with. 

To  suggest  through  innuendo  that  political 
mistakes  have  been  made  because  love  has 
blinded  a  public  figure  is  not  only  ungentlemanly, 
but  bad  journalism.  It  hardly  lies  in  the  purview 
of  constructive  criticism. 

We  are  not  strong  enough  yet  to  tear  each 
other  apart  like  this.  If  Joe  Martin,  who  turned 
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me  on  to  Ms.  Noble  years  ago  and  from  all 
accounts  from  legislators  who  frequently  visit 
these  jails  did  a  magnificent  job  with  Gay 
Legislation  ’77 ,  has  become  disenchanted  with 
the  Representative  it’s  for  him  to  say  so  and  not 
for  Mr.  Brill  to  suggest  without  a  direct  quote. 

Thank  you, 

Jon  C.  Taylor 

personal 

bloodletting 

To  the  Editor: 

What  is  left  when  honor  is  lost?  David  Brill’s 
personal  bloodletting  of  Elaine  Noble  and  Santa 
Fareri  (“Talking  Politics”  GCN,  Oct.  29)  leaves 
him  only  the  satisfaction  that  he  finally  got  to  say 
everything  he  had  stored  up  over  the  last  four 
years,  like  a  constipated  whale  who  was  finally 
given  a  cathartic.  He  lost  his  credibility  as  an 
objective  political  commentator,  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  journalist  and,  I  would  suggest,  he  lost  his 
honor. 

In  reading  his  diatribe  I  felt  as  if  I  was  listening 
to  a  10-year-old  attempting  to  convince  his  class¬ 
mates  that  everyone  should  hate  the  girl  down 
the  block  because  she  had  more  marbles  than  he 
did.  I  kept  expecting  to  read  next  that  Elaine  still 
wets  the  bed  and  Santa  picks  her  nose  in  public. 

Since  arriving  in  Boston  a  year  and  a  half  ago  I 
have  heard  Brill’s  name  always  in  connection 
with  his  running  feud  with  Elaine  Noble.  Having 
experienced  my  own  personal  struggles  with 
other  gay  “notables,”  I  was  comfortable  with 
their  tension  so  long  as  the  entire  gay  community 
was  not  dragged  into  it.  David’s  feelings  appar¬ 
ently  ran  deep  and  wide  but  as  a  professional 
journalist  and  as  an  individual  who  is  believed  to 
be  concerned  about  the  community,  he  disap¬ 
points  and  angers  me  when  he  chooses  to  unleash 
his  venom  in  the  public  market.  Why  would  he 
stoop  to  conquer?  What  redeeming  value  did  his 
comments  have? 

Perhaps  most  irksome  and  mind-boggling  is 
Brill’s  easy  reference  to  Elaine  and  Santa’s  al¬ 


leged  relationship.  While  unwritten,  there  is  a 
highly  respected  rule  amongst  writers  for  gay 
publications  that  a  person’s  private  life  is  sacred 
unless  he  or  she  chooses  to  make  it  public. 
David’s  reference  was  not  only  unnecessary  and 
irresponsible  but  could  prompt  family  problems. 
If  we  don’t  like  a  person’s  politics,  let  us  con¬ 
structively  say  so,  but  leave  the  home  life  out  of 
it. 

David  Brill,  you  surprise  me,  but  then,  as  you 
conclude  “Maybe  everyone  just  expected  more 
than  they  should  have . ” 

Brian  McNaught 

elaine's  mantle 

Dear  GCN: 

Ms.  Noble,  when  elected  state  Rep.  Noble,  was 
a  hopeful  symbol  for  gay  persons  everywhere, 
thanks  to  the  attentions  of  the  national  press. 
Gay  New  Englanders  took  special  pride  that  it 
happened  here  first.  She  was  well  aware  of  the 
potency  of  that  symbolism  while  campaigning. 
Once  in  office  she  jetted  around  the  country 
keeping  that  symbolism  alive.  Her  presence 
brought  hope  to  many  people  who  had  previous¬ 
ly  let  their  cynicism  get  the  better  of  them.  She 
partly  assumed,  and  mostly  had  thrust  upon  her, 
the  mantle  of  the  gay  spokesperson.  The  flood  of 
media  exposure  was  a  unique  chance  to  broaden 
the  struggle,  to  give  credit  where  credit  was  due 
and  to  attract  the  masses  of  apolitical  gay 
persons  to  the  cause  for  gay  civil  rights. 

The  limelight  suddenly  focused  on  Elaine 
Noble  and  she  did  not  resist  this  personal  identi¬ 
fication.  Rarely  has  she  given  credit,  even  to  the 
nearly  two-dozen  co-sponsors  of  the  bill,  much 
less  to  other  gay  groups  or  activists. 

Lately,  Elaine  has  complained  through  the 
press  of  the  demands  made  on  her  to  be  the  gay 
spokesperson,  which  is  ironic  in  light  of  her 
attempts  to  single-handedly  -carry  the  banner. 
She  has  kept  her  distance  from  the  “little  peo¬ 
ple”  and  preferred  the  company  of  the  legislative 
“bigshots.”  Her  irritating  inaccessibility,  due  to 
a  busy  travel  schedule,  has  brought  on  numerous 
instances  of  faulty  communications  within  the 
gay  community. 
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Much  of  the  problem  seems  to  stem  from  a  few 
blind  loyalists  around  her  who  are  bent  on  pre¬ 
serving  the  symbol  of  Elaine  Noble  and  little  else. 
The  struggle  is  a  common  one  and  one  that  calls 
for  clear  lines  of  communication  and  candor.  A 
defensive  posture  does  not  attract  the  much 
needed  reserves  of  committed  volunteers  to  do 
the  real  work  required  in  getting  legislation 
passed.  It  cannot  be  a  one-person  show. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Gay  Legislation  Steering 
Committee  but  my  comments  here  are  my  own.  I 
commend  GCN  for  printing  David  Brill’s  article 
in  the  October  29  issue.  In  it  are  many  points  of 
criticism  long  overdue.  Elaine  Noble  has  been  a 
symbol  of  hope  to  so  many  in  the  past  and  she  can 
be  once  again  if  she  will  fight  to  have  the  House 
pass  a  tough  ethics  code  before  she  leaves  office 
next  fall.  She  is  on  the  committee  considering 


such  a  code  and  her  legacy  could  be  in  her  contri¬ 
bution  toward  seeing  it  enacted.  Outside  of  the 
legislature  there  is  much  work  to  be  done  in 
educating  gay  persons  about  the  legislative 
process  and  in  organizing  efforts  to  help  re-elect 
those  Reps,  who  stuck  their  necks  out  in  support 
of  H. 3676. 

Finally,  Elaine  said  that  one  needs  a  “killer 
instinct”  to  remain  in  politics.  That  does 
disservice  to  some  of  her  colleagues  and  it  takes 
us  back  to  where  we  were  before  Elaine  Noble 
was  elected  —  to  a  time  when  Gay  persons  were 
cynical  about  any  progress  in  the  political  arena. 
That  cynicism  is  justified  as  long  as  our  only 
victories  ate  symbolic  victories. 

In  hope, 

James  L.  McNearney 
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at  paperback  booksmith 


This  is  an  unusually  riveting, 
exuberant  autobiography  of  a 
man  who,  in  1931,  “came  out” 
in  the  streets  of  London  as  a 
self-confessed  and  self-evident 
homosexual.  Quentin  Crisp 
adopted  an  outrageously  effemi¬ 
nate  manner  and  eccentric  ap¬ 
pearance.  and  though  harassed, 
ridiculed,  and  beaten,  he  was  de¬ 
termined  to  be  unsparingly  truth¬ 
ful  about  himself  to  propagate  the 
message  that  homosexuality  did 
not  exclude  anyone  from  the 
human  race.  Crisp  takes  the 
reader  into  the  London  of  the 
thirties  and  forties:  a  world  which 
he  conquered  with  bravado  and 
intelligence,  sustained  by  a 
crusading  spirit  and  an  inevitable 
cynicism.  A  remarkable  account 
of  a  life  apart,  desolate  yet  funny, 
and  above  all  honest,  which  the 
London  Sunday  Times  called 
“An  extraordinary  and  engaging 
autobiography.  ..." 
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new  york,  new  york 
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By  Harold  Pickett 


NEW  YORK  —  Robert  Rygor  has 
declared  his  candidacy  in  the  1978 
Democratic  Primary  for  the  State  As¬ 
sembly.  His  district  includes  the 
heavily  gay  Village  area.  Rygor’s  cam¬ 
paign  literature  stresses  his  concern  for 
human  rights  “as  a  member  of  the 
N.A.A.C.P.  and  as  an  effective  lobby¬ 
ist  and  campaign  activist  for  women 
and  gay  rights  at  all  levels  of  govern¬ 
ment.”  His  literature  continues  that 
“While  completing  his  MBA  in  finance 
at  New  York  University,  he  was 
national  coordinator  of  Gays  for 
Carter!  and  he  is  president  of  the 
Citizens  Lobby  for  Human  Rights.” 

While  admiring  the  hard  work  and 
personal  courage  that  Rygor  has  previ¬ 
ously  demonstrated,  I  must  disagree 
with  some  of  his  positions,  especially  in 
his  paper  on  ‘Crime.’  For  example,  it 
appears  too  risky  to  the  cause  of 
human  rights  to  suggest  as  Rygor  does 
that  “the  police  make  greater  use  of 
plainclothes  officers”  for  preventing 
crime  or  to  call  for  more  “regulation 
over  the  manufacturing  and  prescrib¬ 
ing”  of  drugs.  A  general  tone  of  over¬ 
reliance  and  respect  for  the  State  is  too 


evident  in  Rygor’s  papers  for  my 
comfort. 

Nevertheless,  Rygor  is  a  gay  candid¬ 
ate  for  public  office.  There  are  points 
of  disagreement  with  all  candidates 
and  Rygor  is  certainly  a  person  who’s 
open  to  discussion  and  he  is  committed 
to  feminist  and  gay  rights.  He  is  a 
person  of  integrity  and  dedication. 

Rygor  definitely  needs  campaign 
volunteers  and  contributions.  The 
group  Citizens  for  Rygor  is  located  at 
76  St.  Mark’s  Place,  #4-B,  New  York 
City  10003.  For  information,  phone 
(212)  932-7319. 

On  Oct.  21-23,  a  coalition  of  activist 
groups  conducted  a  “Public  Hearing 
on  the  F.B.I.,”  called  by  the  New  York 
Citizen’s  Review  Commission  on  the 
F.B.I.  The  three-day  hearing  held  at 
Finley  Student  Center,  City  College  of 
New  York,  drew  participation  from 
numerous  organizations  which,  among 
others,  included  the  Puerto  Rican  So¬ 
cialist  Party,  the  American  Indian 
Movement,  Clergy  and  Laity  Con¬ 
cerned,  the  Grand  Jury  Project,  and 
several  African  liberation  groups.  Gay 
participation  was  specifically  requested 
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by  the  coordinators.  Terry  Ttrrgeon 
spoke  about  the  harassment  she  re¬ 
ceived  in  connection  with  the  trial  of 
Susan  Saxe,  mentioning  the  fact  that 
the  F.B.I.  revealed  her  lesbianism  to 
her  family.  David  Thorstad  djscussed 
the  prolonged  efforts  to  gain  files  on 
the  Gay  Activists  Alliance  from  the 

F. B.I.  and  also  about  what  the  role  of 
disrupters  and  informers  has  been  in 
the  Gay  Movement.  One  example 
Thorstad  mentioned  was  that  a 
disrupter  would  phone  black  organiza¬ 
tions  and  tell  them  that  their  participa¬ 
tion  in  gay  meetings  or  demonstrations 
was  not  welcomed. 

The  mini-conference  of  the  Gay 
Academic  Union,  scheduled  for  Nov. 
12  at  Hunter  College  after  plans  for  the 
previously  scheduled  Indiana  confer¬ 
ence  fell  through,  has  been  cancelled 
due  to  a  lack  of  personnel  to  plan  and 
run  the  event.  However,  a  business 
meeting  of  the  G.A.U.  will  be  held  at 
Hunter  on  Nov.  12.  Wayne  Dynes,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  cancellation,  said  that  a 
regional  California  conference  was  still 
being  held  this  year  and  that  as  the 

G. A.U.  was  a  national  organization  in 
practice  as  well  as  in  name,  the  West 
Coast  area  may  become  the  center  of 
future  activities.  Dynes  informed  me 
that  the  third  issue  of  the  G.A.U. 
journal,  Gai  Saber,  is  going  to  press 
soon.  Suscription  rates  for  the  impres¬ 
sive  journal  are  $18  a  year  for  the 
journal  without  G.A.U.  membership, 
or  $12.50  for  students  sending  a  photo¬ 
stat  of  current  student  I.D.,  and  $30 
for  institutions.  Order  from  Gay  Aca¬ 
demic  Union,  Box  480,  Lenox  Hill  Sta¬ 
tion,  New  York  City  10021 . 

Also,  the  ‘Speak-Out’  on  Nov.  12, 


occasioned  by  the  appearance  of 
Joseph  Califano,  Carter’s  HEW  Secre¬ 
tary,  at  New  York  University,  has  been 
re-scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  on  the  same 
day  at  Hunter  College,  at  68th  St.  and 
Lexington  Ave.  Some  of  the  scheduled 
speakers  are  Frank  Kameny,  Jonathan 
Katz,  David  Thorstad,  and  Salie 
Herson.  Mayoral  candidates  have  been 
invited.  Workshops  are  scheduled  on 
the  history  of  the  NYC  gay  rights  bill, 
how  to  fight  for  the  bill,  and  how  to  get 
more  people  involved  in  the  struggle. 

Later  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  12, 
there’s  a  benefit  dance  for  Gay  Men’s 
Alliance  of  Hunter  College  being  held 
at  the  Inferno,  located  at  5  West  19th 
St.  The  benefit  lasts  from  10  p.m.  till 
dawn.  Admission  is  $3  before  midnight 
and  $5  after  midnight.  Be  sure  and 
mention  “Hunter  benefit”  at  the  door. 

Ian  Young,  Canada’s  leading  nihil¬ 
ist,  says  he’s  refusing  all  interviews.  He 
did  say,  however,  I  could  print 
anything  about  him  I  choose  “as  long 
as  it’s  negative”!  His  Nov.  14  poetry 
reading  at  New  York  University  will  be 
really  bad ! 

Watch  out  for  ‘The  Look,’  a  fan¬ 
tastic,  new,  and  openly  gay  punk-rock 
group  soon  to  premiere  in  New  York 
City!  ‘The  Look’  consists  of  three  gay 
men  and  a  lesbian  drummer  and  their 
entire  entourage,  including  elec¬ 
tricians,  are  all  gay.  Many  of  their 
songs  are  really  sexy  and  I’m  told  the 
chances  of  a  record  contract  are  very 
good.  They’re  already  planning  to  tour 
the  South  this  winter  and  want  their 
last  performance  on  the  tour  to  be  a 
free  concert  before  an  all-gay  crowd 
and  held  in  a  Miami  park.  Is  Anita 
ready  for  this! ! 
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600  Picket  Rep.  Hyde, 


Abortion  Funding  Foe 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

FRAMINGHAM,  MA  —  Over  six 
hundred  angry  women,  as  well  as  many 
men,  demonstrated  outside  the  Cha¬ 
teau  de  Ville  in  Framingham  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  22.  Inside,  Henry 
Hyde,  sponsor  of  a  federal  bill  which 
would  cut  off  medicaid  funds  for  abor¬ 
tions,  was  speaking  at  a  testimonial 
dinner  organized  by  a  right-wing 
“right-to-life”  group. 

“Wherever  Hyde  has  appeared 
publicly  he  has  been  met  by  public  pro¬ 
tests.  We  didn’t  want  this  opportunity 
to  pass  us  by,’’  explained  Eileen 
Hauck,  a  member  of  the  Abortion 
Action  Coalition  which  cb-sponsored 
the  demonstration  with  the  Abortion 
Rights  Coalition.  Hauck  went  on,  “We 
are  here  to  demonstrate  our  outrage  at 
all  attempts  to  deprive  women  of  our 
right  to  control  our  own  bodies  and 
lives.  Henry  Hyde  represents  to  us  an 
attempt  to  take  away  our  right  to  abor¬ 
tion  —  and  that’s  why  we  are  out  here 
picketing.” 

The  picket  started  at  5:30  p.m.  and 
remained  lively  and  spirited  till  it  ended 
some  two  hours  later.  Many  rush  hour 
commuters  heard  demonstrators 
chanting  “abortion  rights  now!”  and 
singing  “Women  have  the  right  to  live, 
women  have  the  right  to  choose, 
women  have  the  right  to  have  a  child 
and  they  have  the  right  to  refuse.”  The 
right  to  choose  whether  or  not  to  have 
children  came  through  as  a  major  issue 
for  the  protesters.  Beverly  Smith,  a 
black  feminist  and  spokesperson  for 
the  Abortion  Action  Coalition,  des¬ 
cribed  it  this  way.  “All  of  us  think  that 
women  should  have  the  right  to  decide 
what  happens  in  our  lives.  Making  a 
decision  about  having  an  abortion  is 


heavy,  and  it  is  influenced  by  so  many 
things.  The  fact  that  women  are  often 
solely  responsible  for  raising  the 
children,  that  it  is  neither  shared 
equally  by  men  nor  is  their  government 
funded  community  controlled  day  care 
—  all  these  factors  weigh  heavily  on  a 
woman’s  decision  whether  or  not  she 
should  have  an  abortion  or  try  to  raise 
the  child,”  said  Smith. 

Many  third  world  women  turned  out 
for  this  demonstration.  Beverly  Smith 
explained  that  “Poor  people  are  most 
affected  by  eliminating  medicaid 
money  for  abortions.  A  disproportion¬ 
ate  number  of  third  world  women  will 
be  affected  by  these  cuts  —  and  that’s 
one  reason  so  many  of  us  are  here 
today.  Before  abortion  was  legal,  more 
black  women  died  at  the  hands  of 
illegal  abortionists.  It  is  very  insidious 
that  white  men  [in  Congress]  are  trying 
to  control  the  lives  of  third  world 
women.  We  see  it  as  an  issue  of  self 
determination.” 

Gay  Presence 

There  were  many  lesbians  and  gay 
men  at  the  demonstration,  though  few 
carried  signs  or  buttons  identifying 
themselves  as  gay.  Beverly  Smith  said 
she  felt  gay  people  had  come  to  sup¬ 
port  the  demonstration  because  they 
“were  aware  of  the  links  between  this 
attempt  at  repression  and  the  repres¬ 
sion  of  gay  men  and  lesbians.  The  anti¬ 
abortion  movement  is  an  attempt  to 
limit  and  define  women’s  sexuality,  as 
the  anti-gay  movement  is  also  an 
attempt  to  limit  and  define  women’s 
sexuality.”  She  added  that  while  it 
might  seem  that  lesbians  would  be  less 
likely  to  need  abortions,  all  women 
faced  the  risk  of  pregnancy  from  rape. 

Kathy  Travers,  a  lesbian  member  of 
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Women  protest  Rep.  Henry  Hyde,  who  has  been  the  leading  proponent  of  a  cut¬ 
off  of  federal  medicaid  funds  for  abortions.  Hyde  spoke  at  a  Right  to  Life  dinner 
in  Framingham,  Mass.  Photo  by  Nancy  Wechsler 


the  Abortion  Action  Coalition,  echoed 
Smith  as  she  explained  her  reason  for 
picketing  Hyde.  “The  right  to  abortion 
is  ultimately  the  right  to  control  over 
your  own  sexuality.  As  a  lesbian,  I 
know  that  the  same  people  who  would 
stop  women  from  having  abortions 
would  also  like  to  stop  gay  people  from 
feeling  good  about  our  sexuality  and 


stop  us  from  expressing  it  in  an  open 
way.” 

The  two  sponsoring  groups  —  the 
Abortion  Action  Coalition  and  the 
Abortion  Rights  Coalition  —  say  they 
will  continue  to  organize  around  these 
issues  in  the  months  to  come.  Anyone 
interested  in  reaching  either  group  can 
call  492-4845. 


Miami  Gays  Urge  OJ  Boycott 


MIAMI,  FLA.  —  Dade  County’s 
Gay  Coalition  has  endorsed  a  national 
boycott  of  Florida  orange  juice  in  an 
attempt  to  force  the  Florida  Citrus 
Commission  to  make  a  positive  state¬ 
ment  on  the  hiring  and  firing  of  gays. 
The  Coalition  had  refused  to  support  a 
boycott  during  the  Dade  County  refer¬ 
endum  campaign,  fearing  that  the  anti¬ 
gay  forces  would  accuse  them  of  trying 
to  wreck  the  state’s  citrus-based 


economy. 

Paul  Butler,  chairperson  of  the 
Coalition’s  Boycott  Committee,  told 
GCN  that  the  proposed  boycott  is  not 
aimed  at  getting  orange  juice  spokes¬ 
person  Anita  Bryant  dismissed  from 
her  post.  “We  don’t  want  to  interfere 
with  anyone’s  right  to  a  job,”  Butler 
emphasized.  The  purpose  of  the 
boycott,  he  asserted,  is  simply  to  put 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Rev.  Marge 


Ragona  T  alks  abc 


By  Paula  Bennett 

On  November  6,  Marge  Ragona, 
currently  serving  as  exhorter  at  the 
Boston  MCC,  will  be  officially  in¬ 
stalled  as  pastor  of  the  Providence 
MCC.  This  farewell  interview  with 
Marge  occurred  in  the  D.  O.  B.  office  at 
the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  22. 

GCN:  Let’s  start  with  something 
simple,  like  where  were  you  born? 
M.R.:  New  York.  I  grew  up  in  New 
York  City. 

GCN:  Did  you  live  there  all  your  life? 
M.R.:  No.  I  lived  in  New  York  until 
1962.  I  had  a  lover  in  New  Orleans.  We 
carried  on  long  distance  for  many  years 
but  in  1962  1  moved  down.  I  spent  the 
next  twelve  years  with  her. 

GCN:  Were  you  in  the  Church  then? 
M.R.:  My  father  is  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter.  I  grew  up  as  close  to  the  Church  as 
a  human  being  can  get  without  actually 
being  in  it.  When  I  was  a  kid  we  were  at 
Church  five  nights  a  week  and  twice  on 
Sundays.  A  tremendous  number  of 
people  in  MCC  have  had  that  kind  of 
background.  Many  of  the  women  are 
the  children  of  ministers.  Church  for 
them  is  a  kind  of  an  extended  family. 
GCN:  When  did  you  come  out? 

M.R.:  1946.  As  a  youngster,  I  planned 
to  be  a  medical  missionary.  I  am  a 
registered  nurse.  1  was  planning  to  go 
from  nursing  school  to  Bible  Training 
College  but  I  came  out  while  I  was  at 
nursing  school  (laughs).  That  blew  my 
career,  at  least  for  a  couple  of  years. 
GCN:  When  did  you  marry? 

M.R.:  1957.  I  got  caught  up  in  the  gays 
are  sick  thing.  In  the  course  of  seeing  a 
psychiatrist  I  decided  that  there’s  more 
to  us  than  what  we  know  on  the  sur¬ 
face,  that  sexuality  is  a  continuum  and 
that  there  was  some  heterosexuality 
hidden  away  in  me.  I  got  married  and 
had  kids.  My  husband  was  a  bisexual 
male  going  through  very  much  the 
same  process.  He  died  when  my  young¬ 
est  son  was  about  thirteen  months  old. 
GCN:  Then  he  was  not  the  father  of 
your  daughter? 

M.R.:  No.  After  I  went  down  to  New 
Orleans  to  join  my  lover  I  was  involved 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  and 
there  was  a  lot  of  social  pressure  —  you 
can’t  raise  two  little  boys  by  yourself 
—  sort  of  thing.  I  guess  I  was  feeling 
vulnerable.  I  remarried  but  after  a  few 
months  I  knew  it  wasn’t  going  to  work. 
However  I  was  already  pregnant  so  I 
stayed  in  the  marriage  long  enough  to 
get  unpregnant  and  then  got  out. 
GCN:  Is  Missy’s  father  still  living? 
M.R.:  Yes. 

GCN:  Does  he  see  her? 

M.R.:  No.  He  was  so  furious  when  he 
found  out  I  was  gay,  he  came  back, 
turned  off  the  lights  and  the  gas, 
packed  up  his  belongings  and  has  never 
been  heard  of  since. 

GCN:  How  do  your  kids  feel  about 
your  being  gay? 

M.R.:  My  oldest  son  is  totally  accept¬ 
ing  and  a  little  amused  —  he  figures 
“that’s  mother.”  He  doesn’t  mind  dis¬ 
cussing  relationships  because  he’s  old 
enough  to  have  his  own  sexuality  in 
hand.  Johnny,  the  next  youngster,  also 
feels  it’s  my  life  and  I  can  lead  it  my 
own  way  but  he  is  a  little  embarassed. 
He  has  a  way  to  go  himself  and  he 
hasn’t  sorted  out  how  he  really  feels  — 
his  ideas  are  still  forming  and 
sometimes  he  gets  angry. 

GCN:  And  your  daughter? 

M.R.:  Missy  grew  up  in  MCC  and  until 
recently  was  always  very  accepting  and 
very  open.  But  she  ran  into  homo¬ 
phobia  for  the  first  time  after  a  TV  in¬ 
terview  and  it  affected  her  school  per¬ 


formance.  We  finally  went  to  coun¬ 
selling.  She  is  better  now  but  it  def¬ 
initely  put  distance  between  us.  She 
sees  my  being  gay  as  something  threat¬ 
ening  to  her  which  it  never  was  before. 
It  has  put  a  kink  in  our  relationship. 
GCN:  Do  you  regret  having  let  her  go 
on  T.V.? 


Rev.  Marge  Ragona  at  a  recent 
MCC  service  in  Providence. 


M.R.:  (After  a  pause)  Not  really.  What 
I  regret  is  people’s  attitudes.  We  did 
the  right  thing  but  I  regret  that  the 
world  is  the  way  it  is.  (Pause)  It  was  a 
bad  scene  and  it  has  also  affected  her 
relationship  with  my  lover.  She  really 
resents  her  now  and  she’s  taking  her 
anger  at  me  out  on  her. 

GCN:  How  long  have  you  two  been  to¬ 
gether? 

M.R.:  About  two  years. 

GCN:  Has  the  business  with  your 
daughter  affected  your  relationship 
with  her? 

M.R.:  Not  really.  We  are  understand¬ 
ing  it  and  going  through  it  together.  All 
gay  mothers  fight  with  their  lovers 
about  the  kids.  People  who  don’t  have 
kids  are  always  experts  (laughs)  and 
love  to  tell  you  what  you’re  doing 
wrong. 

GCN:  Do  you  ever  find  yourself  torn 
between  them? 

M.R.:  Sometimes.  There  are  times 
when  I  have  to  make  a  decision  be¬ 
tween  what  my  lover  wants  and  what 
my  daughter  wants.  But  I  don’t  think 
that’s  unique  to  the  gay  scene.  Child¬ 
ren  are  great  little  manipulators.  They 
know  what  they  want  and  they’ll  see  to 
it  that  they  get  it. 

GCN:  Did  you  ever  get  any  feedback 
on  the  T.V.  show  itself? 

M.R.:  Not  much.  Relatively  few 
people  must  have  seen  it. 

GCN:  Getting  back  to  MCC,  how  long 
have  you  been  in  Boston? 

M.R.:  About  a  year.  I  came  up  to  do  a 
student  ministry  position  at  MCC 
Boston. 

GCN:  What’s  that? 

M.R.:  That’s  like  an  internship. 

GCN:  You  were  the  student  then? 
M.R.:  Yes.  In  MCC  this  is  called  an 
exhortership.  I  had  been  in  a  student 
position  in  New  York  and  had  gotten 
myself  in  alot  of  difficulties  over  the 
feminist  issue. 

GCN:  What  happened? 

M.R.:  I  was  seen  as  an  angry  woman 
(Have  you  heard  of  this  one  before?) 
and  got  myself  in  enough  difficulty  so 
that  I  was  turned  down  for  the  ministry 
and  they  suggested  that  I  find  another 
Church  to  work  in.  Ed  Hougen  ap¬ 


parently  didn’t  find  me  that  threaten¬ 
ing  however.  He  asked  me  to  come  up 
and  work  with  him  in  Boston. 

GCN:  Did  you  have  to  go  through  the 
whole  student  program  again? 

M.R.:  Yes.  But  Ed  never  treated  me  as 
anything  but  an  assistant  minister.  He 
gave  me  the  freedom  I  needed  to  find 
myself  and  to  work  with  people  in  my 
own  way. 

GCN:  Why  are  you  leaving? 

M.R.:  Because  MCC  Providence  is 
without  a  pastor.  I’ve  had  a  good  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Providence  Church 
for  a  number  of  years  and  when  Rev. 
Joseph  Gilbert  left  there  about  six 
months  ago  he  had  asked  me  to  take 
the  Providence  Church.  At  the  time  I 
couldn’t  because  I  had  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  MCC  Boston.  But  when  their 
next  pastor  also  left  I  got  worried 
about  them.  There  are  people  there  I 
care  about. 

GCN:  Have  you  got  a  job  down  there 
as  well? 

M.R.:  NO.  I’m  going  to  keep  my  job 
here  and  commute,  at  last  temporarily. 
GCN:  Five  days  a  week? 

M.R.:  It’s  only  an  hour  away. 

GCN:  You  know  people  here  are  going 
to  miss  you. 

M.R.:  I  know  I’m  well-liked  (pause). 
One  of  the  things  I  will  miss  is  the 
really  good  working  relationship  with 
the  gay  activists  here.  They’re  nice 
people. 

GCN:  You’re  talking  about  the  men  or 
the  women  or  both? 

M.R.:  I  haven’t  had  as  much  time  to 
work  with  the  women’s  community 
here  as  I  would  have  liked.  There  are 
only  twenty-four  hours  in  a  day.  With 
the  Anita  Bryant  thing  I  felt  I  had  to 
deal  with  that  issue  first.  Coming  from 
my  background  I  felt  I  had  the  know¬ 
ledge  to  deal  with  where  she  was 
coming  from  and  what  she  was  saying. 
GCN:  Do  you  feel  that  the  Anita 
Bryant  business  affected  the  latest  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  and  the  fate  of 
the  House  bill? 

M.R.:  Oh  yes.  The  success  in  Dade 
County  gave  thefar Right  a  go-ahead  to 
use  this  as  an  issue  any  way  they  could. 
GCN:  How  do  you  see  it  actually  af¬ 
fecting  the  court? 

M.R.:  Two  things  are  involved  in  the 
Supreme  Court  decision:  Carter’s 
being  in  the  White  House  and  deciding 
not  to  speak  out.  on  gay  issues  and 
Anita  Bryant’s  work.  Together  they 
have  promoted  a  climate  of  oppression 
against  gays. 

GCN:  What  do  you  view  as  our  prior¬ 
ity  concerns  in  Boston  now? 

M.R.:  I  think  the  priority  issue  is  to 
educate  the  straight  community. 
Things  like  the  Gay  Speakers  Bureau’s 
involvement  with  the  PTA’s.  If  people 
know  enough  then  they  won’t  buy  into 
attacks  like  the  Save  Our  Children 
campaign,  but  that  means  making  one¬ 
self  vulnerable  .and  visible,  taking 
chances,  speaking  to  straight  people 
personally  and  publicly.  At  MCC 
we’ve  been  working  for  a  year  now, 
going  out  and  being  a  presence  in  the 
straight  churches.  We  sent  a  group  of 
our  people  to  a  church  where  they  in¬ 
volved  themselves  completely  in  the 
on-going  work  of  the  Church.  We 
attended  every  meeting  we  could  pos¬ 
sibly  attend  and  when  it  was  possible  to 
legitimately  do  so,  we  made  them 
aware  of  what  they  were  doing  and  we 
finally  did  get  them  to  sit  down  with  us 
and  we  changed  some  minds.  Some  of 
us  went  to  the  Park  Street  Church 
Institute  of  Christian  Studies  and  sat  in 
on  their  sexual  ethics  course.  We  were 
able  to  speak  out  on  the  feminist  issue, 
on  abortion  and  on  homosexuality. 


The  Church  bolsters  all  too  often  the 
worst  things  about  people  instead  of 
the  best:  their  hatreds,  and  feelings  of 
superiority.  What  we’re  trying  to  do  is 
get  it  to  bolster  the  best  things. 

GCN:  But  why  bother? 

M.R.:  Just  as  you  say  you’re  Jewish 
and  that’s  your  cultural  baggage  — 
being  a  Christian  is  mine  and  I  just 
can’t  walk  away  from  it  and  say  it 
never  happened.  It  isn’t  just  the  way  I 
believe.  It  has  to  do  with  my  ethical 
precepts,  how  I  spend  my  time.  It’s 
part  of  my  life,  my  belief  structure. 
GCN:  You  say  this,  even  knowing  all 
the  oppression  Christianity  has 
caused? 

M.R.:  I  know  that  the  Church  has  been 
and  often  is  oppressive.  The  difficulty 
is -that  the  Church  and  the  State  have 
tied  together  using  each  other.  But 
that’s  not  what  religion  is  all  about.  In 
the  same  way  that  Judaism  is  not  just 
the  picky  legalism  it  sometimes  seems 
to  be,  neither  is  Christianity  totally 
what  it  is  perceived  to  be.  There  is  a 
core  there  which  can  make  a  profound 
change  in  a  human  personality. 

GCN:  Yes,  but  Christianity  claims  to 
save  or  damn. 

M.R.:  No  it  doesn’t.  Christianity  can 
liberate  —  that’s  what  salvation  is,  lib¬ 
eration,  liberation  from  damnation, 
from  alienation,  and  liberation  from 
the  things  that  divide  you  from  your¬ 
self  and  you  from  other  people.  The 
trouble  is  we  hear  those  words  from 
rabid  fundamentalists  who  use  them  as 
weapons  and  they  don’t  tell  the  story. 
There  are  a  lot  of  people  for  whom  re¬ 
ligious  faith  provides  enormous  inner 
strength.  It’s  too  good  to  waste.  Real 
Baptists  —  not  the  Anita  Bryant  vari¬ 
ety  —  are  very  much  aware  of  the  liber¬ 
ation  that  comes  from  salvation. 
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GCN:  Getting  back  to  the  Boston  com¬ 
munity,  do  you  find  there’s  less  divi¬ 
sion  here  between  the  men  and 
women? 

M.R.:  Not  less  division  but  less  hos¬ 
tility.  When  you  go  to  meetings  there 
are  still  only  the  one  or  two  women 
there  —  not  at  the  community  meetings 
—  but  at  the  small  working  meetings. 
But  there’s  a  lot  less  hostility.  Maybe 
because  of  the  Dade  County  thing, 
we’re  all  a  lot  more  in  it  together  than 
we  were  a  few  years  ago. 

GCN:  Do  you  feel  women  are  not  pull¬ 
ing  their  weight? 

M.R.:  No.  1  think  they’re  fighting  a 
different  war.  They  have  to  fight  the 
feminist  issue  and  the  gay  issue.  Most 
have  decided  the  more  important  battle 
is  the  feminist  issue.  If  gay  men  real¬ 
ized  that  most  of  the  oppression  they 
suffer  is  also  rooted  in  sexism,  they 
would  be  more  understanding  of 
women’s  priorities.  We  are  women  24 
hours  a  day  and  we  meet  assaults  on 
that  moment  by  moment  each  day.  We 
need  to  work  on  both  fronts  but  a  lot 
of  the  time  when  women  do  try  to  work 
in  the  gay  movement  they  get  the  same 
assault  as  in  the  straight  movement  so 
it  makes  it  unrewarding.  But  it  isn’t 
like  that  here  in  Boston.  The  gay  male 
community  here  is  sensitive  to  our 
problems  and  they  are  willing  to  accept 
criticism,  sometimes  even  take  the 
blame  more  than  they  deserve  —  if  you 
put  it  to  them  in  a  non-threatening 
way.  I  know  that  it’s  hard  to  put  aside 
your  anger  when  you’re  just  coming  in¬ 
to  it  —  as  many  women  are  —  but 
sometimes  being  funny  helps. 

Women  can  do  alot  to  help,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  issue  of  child  molestation. 
The  largest  number;  of  schoolteachers 
are  women  and  if  they  would  keep 


saying  over  and  over  again:  look  I  am 
gay,  I  am  a  schoolteacher,  I  don’t 
molest  little  children  —  it  would  help. 
GCN:  In.  light  of  the  recent  Supreme 
Court  decision  that  might  be  a  little 
risky. 

M.R.:  They  want  to  scare  us  back  into 
the  closet  but  those  of  us  who  don’t 
have  anything  to  lose  by  being  visible 
can  for  a  while  carry  on  more  than  our 
share  because  we  are  not  vulnerable.... 
We  have  been  thrown  back  to  the  point 
where  we  have  to  do  the  same  old 
things  all  over  again  but  we  can  do 
them  with  larger  numbers  being  visible 
now. 

GCN:  How  do  your  parents  feel  about 
your  activism? 

M.R.:  I’m  not  in  touch  with  my 
parents  very  much  these  days. My 
father  is  seventy-eight  years  old,  a  re¬ 
tired  minister,  and  he’s  coming  from 
the  same  place  Anita  Bryant  is  so  I  sort 
of  stay  away. 

GCN:  And  your  mother? 

M.R.:  I  don’t  know  where  my  mother 
is.  She  left  home  just  after  I  was  born. 
GCN:  Will  you  maintain  any  ties  with 
Boston? 

M.R.:  All  MCC  churches  are  tied 
tgether  both  by  district  and  national 
ties.  Ed  Hougen  will  be  district  coodin- 
ator  and  Boston,  Providence  and  Wor¬ 
cester  work  together  closely  anyway. 
GCN:  How  many  people  are  in  the 
Boston  MCC? 

M.R.:  There  are  about  75  or  77  mem¬ 
bers.  Generally  80  to  90  people  attend 
services. 

GCN:  And  in  Providence? 

M.R.:  Generally  35  to  40  attend 
services.  People  may  not  be  willing  to 
admit  it  but  MCC  is  the  largest  gay  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  world. 

GCN:  Is  there  any  doctrine? 

M.R.:  No  doctrine.  We  have  a  state¬ 
ment  of  faith  which  almost  any  Chris¬ 
tian  except  maybe  a  Unitarian  (we’re 
trinitarian)  could  subscribe  to.  We  rec¬ 
ognize  we  are  dealing  with  adult  be¬ 
lievers  and  we  don’t  try  to  restructure 
someone’s  existing  belief  so  we  are  ecu¬ 
menical. 

GCN:  Is  there  any  sexism  in  MCC? 
M.R.:  The  sexism  depends  on  the  dis¬ 
trict.  The  MCCs  in  the  Northeast  dis¬ 
trict  have  relatively  little  largely  be¬ 
cause  the  women  have  fought  like  mad 
for  the  last  three  years  against  it.  MCC 
women  have  come  out  with  this  book 

—  Jenny  Bull  is  the  editor  and  I  edit 
one  section  —  called  “Feminist  Views 
of  Christianity”  where  we  have  dealt 
with  sexism  in  the  Church  and  the  anti¬ 
woman  bias  in  Christianity  generally. 
GCN:  What  form  does  sexism  take? 
M.R.:  One  of  the  things  is  the  language 
of  the  Church  which  is  enormously  op¬ 
pressive  to  women.  We  have  been 
working  on  an  inclusive  language  for 
all  MCC.  And  then,  of  course,  the  way 
ministers  get  to  be  ministers,  coming 
through  the  educational  process.  Since 
women  aren’t  accepted  into  seminaries 

—  there  can’t  be  the  same  number  of 
trained  women  available  so  women  are 
sliding  into  the  MCC  ministry  through 
the  back  door  with  degrees  in  other 
fields  like  counselling  or  history.  They 
have  to  pick  up  their  theological  educa¬ 
tion  later. 

GCN:  Does  MCC  accept  the  creden¬ 
tials  of  ministers  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations? 

M.R.:  Yes. 

GCN:  Do  you  plan  to  stay  in  Provi¬ 
dence  permanently? 

M.R.:  MCC  ministers  are  pretty  mo¬ 
bile.  It’s  exceedingly  hard  work.  The 
minister  not  only  ministers  to  a  congre-, 
gation  with  a  number  of  needs  and" 
strong  opinions  on  what  a  minister 


ought  to  be  but  the  minister  is  also  a 
leader  in  the  gay  community.  After  a 
period  of  time,  there’s  usually  a  need 
for  change  or  rest  so  a  lot  of  our  people 
will  either  choose  a  change  of  scene  or 
a  period  of  rest  and  recreation  to  keep 
their  heads  together.  But  I  have  a  con¬ 
tract  till  August  ’79  which  I  intend  to 
honor. 

GCN:  The  high  rate  of  turnover  has 
struck  me,  just  here  in  Boston. 

M.R.:  A  lot  of  that  is  stopping  now. 
The  Church  has  been  growing  rapidly 
and  a  lot  of  people  were  being  sent  out 
to  start  new  churches.  Now  we  have 
MCC  stabilization  and  growth  in  the 
local  churches  rather  than  establishing 
new  ones. 

GCN:  What  are  your  goals  in  Prov¬ 
idence? 

M.R.:  That  Church  has  about  eight 
gay  mothers  and  17  children  and  I’d 
like  very  much  to  work  with  them  and 
provide  leadership  for  the  youngsters. 
Wehavekidsfromsix  months  to  17  or  18 
years  of  age.  It’s  time  we  let  our  kids 
out  of  the  closet.  They  need  to  know 
each  other,  other  kids  who  live  the 
same  way.  It  would  make  it  easier  for 
them  to  deal  with  their  mothers’  gay¬ 
ness,  to  have  other  kids  to  play  with 
who  live  in  the  same  situation.  I  think 
my  daughter  has  suffered  from  not 
having  another  friend  her  age  with  a 
gay  parent  who  is  out  and  dealing  with 
her  gayness. 

GCN:  Has  the  MCC  been  recognized 
by  other  Churches? 

M.R.:  MCC  Boston  was  unanimously 
turned  down  by  the  Mass.  Council  of 
Churches  but  MCC  Providence  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Council  of 
Churches. 

GCN:  How  do  you  explain  the  differ¬ 
ence? 

M.R.:  I  think  the  absence  of  strong 
fundamentalist  groups  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Council  of  Churches  and  prob¬ 
ably  the  fact  that  Protestants  in  general 
are  a  smaller  group  in  Rhode  Island 
than  the  Catholics.  They  are,  there¬ 
fore,  not  willing  to  give  up  any  group 
—  they  need  the  solidarity.  Also  MCC 
Providence  has  earned  its  stripes.  It  has 
been  working  with  the  disabled,  people 
in  nursing  homes,  the  deaf,  through 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  Michael  Nord¬ 
strom. 

GCN:  Do  you  feel  any  conflict  in  your¬ 
self  between  your  various  roles:  femin¬ 


ist,  minister,  and  gay  woman? 

M.R.:  The  one  thing  MCC  has  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  do  is  to  put  all  of  me  in 
one  place,  gay,  feminist  and  Christian. 
I  can  work  on  all  three  things  and  its 
the  best  thing  that’s  happened  to  my 
personality.  The  joy  of  being  in  MCC 
is  that  I  can  take  all  three  and  put  them 
together  and  use  them  to  deal  with  the 
same  issue.  Before  entering  MCC,  I 
felt  fragmented.  It’s  very  hard  being  a 
Christian  and  a  feminist  and  gay.  It’s 
been  a  real  experience  to  meet  other 
Christian  feminist  lesbians  within 
MCC  and  to  work  with  them  and  with 
other  Christian  feminists  who  are  not 
gay.  One  of  the  exciting  things  about 
being  a  Christian  feminist  is  that  we  are 
really  closer  to  where  the  action  is.  We 
are  changing  attitudes  from  within  that 
will  change  attitudes  without. 

GCN:  To  me  Christian-feminist 
sounds  like  a  contradiction  in  terms. 
M.R.:  Not  when  you  look  at  them 
closely.  When  you  look  at  the  gospels 
there  is  nothing  anti-woman  in  them. 
Only  Paul  is  anti-woman  and  even  he 
contradicts  himself  when  he  says  in 
Christ  there  is  no  male  and  no  female. 
Christianity  gets  shaped  by  the  civiliza¬ 
tion  it  is  happening  in.  Christianity  is 
not  anti-female  but  one  will  have  to 
undo  centuries  of  interpreters  who 
have  made  it  seem  anti-female  because 
they  themselves  were. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  of  Christ  as  male? 
M.R.:  No.  I  think  he  was  a  very  an¬ 
drogynous  figure.  I  don’t  think  of  God 
as  a  male  God.  As  I  like  to  say  in 
service,  I  am  more  interested  in  his  re- 
deemership  than  his  phallus.  When  you 
deal  with  Jesus  the  historical  figure 
who  once  lived,  you  have  only  two 
choices,  male  or  female.  But  Christ  is  a 
title  which  means  annointed  one  (not 
he  or  she) .  .  .  What  are  we  working  on 
is  lessening  the  number  of  male  anal¬ 
ogies  for  God  and  increasing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  female  or  non-gender  ones. 
GCH:  One  last  question,  do  you  think 
there  will  always  be  lesbian  mothers? 
M.R.:  There  will  always  be  women 
who  discover  themselves  after  they 
have  been  married.  I  don’t  think  its 
just  our  society  that  makes  us  mothers 
though.  We  have  a  need  to  be  ma¬ 
ternal.  Having  a  child  is  a  wonderfully 
rich  and  rewarding  experience.  I 
wouldn’t  have  missed  it  for  anything. 
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( Lesbian  Mothers  on  Film  —  A  Critique) 


By  Tina  LaConte 

In  The  Best  Interests  of  The  Chil¬ 
dren  is  a  film-collection  of  interviews 
and  discussions  with  lesbian  mothers, 
their  children,  a  legal  expert  and  a  psy¬ 
chologist,  the  last  two  of  whom  are 
women.  The  pacing  and  light  color 
photography  are  comfortable  and 
relaxing  to  watch. 

A  series  of  case  studies  unfolds  the 
problems  of  lesbian  mothers  :  the  legal 
system  that  protects  antiquated,  bigot¬ 
ed  traditions  before  turning  to  face  the 
rights  of  the  individual  and  the 
ignorant  attitudes  that  are  perpetuated 
by  a  society  vainly  attempting  to  struc¬ 
ture  itself  with  values  a  century  out  of 
date. 

Basically,  though,  the  film  relaxes 
and  reveals  the  growth  and  energy  that 
result  from  interdependence  and  sup¬ 
portiveness  within  the  family  system. 
The  mothers  place  a  great  emphasis  on 
self-awareness,  and  their  children 
interviewed  in  the  film  express 
attitudes  from  tolerance  to  whole¬ 
hearted  acceptance  of  their  mothers’ 
lesbianism.  None  of  the  children  seem 
threatened  or  emotionally  stunted  by 
the  abnormality  of  their  homelife.  In 
fact,  they  are  consistently  articulate, 
self-confident  children  ready  to  express 
themselves. 

The  film  is  an  undeniably  positive 
statement.  The  candid,  unscripted 
interviews  are  a  series  of  intimate, 
sharing  scenes  between  mothers  and 
their  children.  Each  shot  is  sustained 
by  some  mutual  involvement,  whether 
it  be  card-playing ,  duck-feeding,  or 
cooking,  between  mother  and  child. 
Such  action,  it  appears,  is  an  excellent 
tool  for  relaxing  the  subjects  and 
allowing  them  to  openly  discuss  their 
lives. 


Iris  Films  representatives  Frances  Reid  and  Elizabeth  Stevens  talking  about 
lesbians  and  film  at  a  recent  showing  of  In  The  Best  Interests  of  the  Children. 


There  are  no  teary  squabbles,  ugly 
confrontations  between  mother  and 
child,  and  no  hostile  confusion.  The 
only  frustrations  are  unseen  and 
alluded  to  as  necessary  in  order  that 
insight  and  growth  may  evolve.  As  cur¬ 
ious  onlookers,  though,  we  are  not 
allowed  to  see  these  essential  internal 
battles.  This  omission  nips  at  the  credi¬ 
bility  of  the  film.  Such  cheery,  tranquil 
positivism  is  unnerving  to  those  of  us 
sensitive  to  the  reality  of  the  human 
struggle  for  identity  and  understand¬ 
ing.  Quite  simply,  the  film  is  propa¬ 
ganda. 

The  filmmakers  were  present  at  the 
showing.  They  asserted  that  such  a 
warm,  casual  approach  to  the  situation 


of  lesbian  mothers  was  necessary  in 
order  to  capture  the  audience  of  poten¬ 
tially  hostile,  or  at  least  defensive,  non¬ 
believers  to  whom  the  film  is  directed. 
With  the  understanding  that  all  state¬ 
ments  are  to  some  degree  biased,  this 
blatant  admission  of  propaganda  is 
not  offensive.  * 

The  film  is  sincere.  Its  argument  is 
consistent  and,  I  believe,  sound.  The 
scenes,  though  continually  positive, 
intimate  and  supportive,  are  none¬ 
theless  honest,  candid  scenes.  Sweep¬ 
ing  aside  the  negative  aspects  is  merely 
avoiding  confusion.  .  Education  is  a 
slow,  careful  process  and  the  makers  of 
the  film  are  striving  to  respectfully 
enlighten  the  more  narrow-minded  of 
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their  sisters  and  brothers. 

But  the  assumption  underlying  an 
attitude  which  states  that  we  must  hide 
the  ugliness  in  order  to  convince  our 
audience  is  tainted  with  a  trace  of 
superiority.  I  believe  that  this  over¬ 
simplification  has  weakened  the  film’s 
basic  argument.  The  valuable  message 
may  well  be  compromised  when  an 
already  skeptical  viewer  asks,  “Can 
they  really  be  all  that  happy?’’  In  this 
sense,  the  film,  very  subtly,  falls  prey 
to  the  illusion  of  the  “happily-ever- 
after”  ending. 

Overall,  the  film  is  pleasant  and 
educational,  explaining  the  lifestyle  of 
the  lesbian  mother,  her  adaptation  and 
struggles.  The  use  of  “real”  people 
works  to  help  the  viewer  identify  with 
the  issue,  and  the  film  has  a  genuine, 
personal  feeling.  The  three  women 
from  the  Iris  Film  Collective  who  put 
the  film  together  spent  a  year  collecting 
data  and  a  year  compiling  their  footage 
before  they  began  touring  the  country 
with  their  work.  The  response  from 
what  they  term  “sympathetic  audi¬ 
ences”  has  been  very  good. 

Men  in  the  film  are  quite  villainized 
by  their  roles  as  arbitrary  authority 
figures  in  law  and  as  power-hungry 
husbands.  I  understand  the  attitude 
behind  these  images.  But  why,  I 
wonder,  did  the  feminist  filmmakers 
completely  ignore  the  issue  of  gay  men 
raising  or  claiming  custody  of  their 
children?  I  realize  the  film’s  subject  is 
“lesbian  mothers”  but  perhaps  a  line 
or  two  exploring  parallel  struggles  may 
have  been,  at  the  least,  interesting. 

The  issue  of  whether  or  not  a  lesbian 
mother  will  be  awarded  custody  of  her 
children  is  as  much  a  gay  issue  as  it  is  a 
woman’s  issue.  Somewhere  in  this 


Worcester's  Newest  Cruise  Bar 


1 1  Thomas  St.  Worcester,  Ma. 

We  are  not  a  dance  bar,  but  a  place  to  meet  and 

talk  with  new  and  old  friends,  surrounded  by  easy 

listening  music. 

Open  Tuesday  -  Sunday 

Sun.  &Tues.  4pm-1am  Wed.-Sat.  4pm-2am 

Cocktail  Hours  4-7  pm 

Closed  Mondays  except  holidays. 
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(Continued  from  previous  page) 

great,  wide  land  of  ours  there  must  be  a 
gay  man  who,  although  he  lives  and 
wants  his  children,  was  forced  to  relin¬ 
quish  them  to  their  mother,  a  woman 
who  may  not  be  ready  to'  give  them  as 
much  love  as  he.  The  oppression  of  our 
male-dominated  society  has  equally 
destructive  influences  on  both  women 
and  men.  This  is  an  important,  hu¬ 
manitarian  concept  which  the  film  has 
passed  by. 

In  an  attempt  to  justify  the  lesbian 
mother,  I  believe  the  film  has  denied 
the  possibility  of  men  being  as  loving, 
or  perhaps  even  more  willing  to  give  his 
energy  towards  his  children,  than  a 
woman  may  be.  This  undertone  of  sex¬ 
ism  (i.e.,  women  must  raise  the  chil¬ 
dren,  they  are  the  nurturing,  healing 
sex),  as  well  as  the  general  negativity 
towards  men  in  the  film,  chills  my 
ideals. 

PATRONIZE 
OUR  ADVERTISERS 


Robin  Morgan  reading  her  poetry  for  a  Sojourner  benefit  held  last  Sunday,  Oct.  23 
at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church. 
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Answering  Service 

Let  us  receive  those  special  calls  you  don’t 
want  to  take  at  home  or  at  the  office .  Use 
our  numbers  for  your  telephone  calls. 
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Sight  and  Sound  New  Words 

173  Cambridge  St.  186  Hampshire  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  Cambridge,  Ma. 


Shin  Psychic  Center 
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Friendly  Tea  Room 

Daily  lOam-IOpm 
Sundays  2pm-10pm 

Card  Reading,  Tea  Leaf  Reading, 
Tarot  Card  Reading, 
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Twenty-six,  limited  edition  original 
lithographs/serigraphs  by  the  Master 
of  Art  Deco. 


Erttf  will  be  present  opening  night 
Wed.,  Nov.  2,  5:30-7  p.m. 

SHOW  CONTINUES  THRU  NOV.  27 


Gallery  in  the  Square 

665  BOYLSTON  STREET  -  426-6616 

Mon.,  Tubs.,  Thurs.,  Sat  -  10  am-6  pm 
Wednesday  &  Friday  -  10  am-8  pm 
Sunday  -  Noon-6  pm 


Dade  County 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
pressure  on  the  Citrus  Commission  to 
change  its  hiring  practices. If  the 
boycott  succeeds  in  this  aim,  the 
Coalition  would  then  call  for  its  ter¬ 
mination. 

The  decision  to  launch  the  boycott 
came  after  the  Florida  Citrus  Commis¬ 
sion  refused  to  answer  requests  from 
the  Coalition  to  make  a  statement  on 
its  gay  employment  policies.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  Walter  J.  Kautz,  president  of  the 
Florida  Farm  Bureau  Federation  —  a 
group  which  includes  the  major  citrus 
growers  in  the  state  —  wrote  an  article 
in  the  September  issue  of  Florida  Agri¬ 
culture  calling  for  open  gay  people  to 
“crawl  back  into  the  hills.’’  Kautz  cas¬ 
tigated  homosexuality  as  “not  nor¬ 
mal”  and  “not  natural.”  Singer 
Bryant  is  scheduled  to  be  a  main 
speaker  at  the  Farm  Bureau’s 
November  6-8  convention  in  Orlando. 

^  According  to  the  Gay  Coalition’s 
=  Butler,  the  Coalition  has  mailed  peti- 
s  tions  around  the  country  which  urge 
g  the  Citrus  Commission  to  endorse  the 
£  “human  rights”  of  all  its  employees. 
S  The  organizers  hope  to  present 
g  1,000,000  signatures  at  the  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  meeting  in 
November. 

“We  need  nationwide  support  for 
this  effort,  both  in  terms  of  refusing  to 
buy  orange  juice  and  in  terms  of  the 
petitions,”  said  Butler.  “This  is  the 
way  we  can  put  pressure  on  the  Citrus 
Commission  to  change  its  hiring  poli¬ 
cies.  It’s  a  timelimited  boycott  and  it 
can  work.” 
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Optometrists 

Comprehensive  eye  exams; 
Eye  glasses — frame  with  sin¬ 
gle  vision  lenses  $35. 
CONTACTS:  Including  eye 
exam,  fitting,  materials  and  6 
months  unlimited  office  visits 
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Semi-soft  and 

Oxygen  Permeable  $200.00 

All  services  rendered  by  eye  doctors 
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The  All-Gay  Gallery  Reopens  in  R.I. 

V - - - 


"N 


By  Richard  Bump 

“It’s  like  coming  home!”  This  atti¬ 
tude  appeared  to  be  shared  by  the 
majority  of  people  present  at  the 
reopening  of  the  Gallery  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.I.  last  Wednesday,  the  19th. 
For  many  of  us  the  reopening  brought 
back  memories  of  the  old  Gallery  we 
knew  before  the  heterosexual  invasion 
of  the  popular  disco  which  began 
about  a  year  ago. 


Next  month  the  Gallery  will  be  cele¬ 
brating  its  fifth  anniversary.  In  these 
five  years  both  the  Gallery  and  the 
Providence  gay  community  in  general 
have  seen  many  changes. 

When  the  Gallery  opened  in  1972  it 
was  the  first  real  gay  dance  bar  in 
Rhode  Island.  With  the  exception  of 
fag-hags  the  clientele  was  exclusively 
gay  men.  The  bar  was  extremely  suc¬ 
cessful,  attracting  people  from  all  over 


Julia  and  David  present  an  exhilarating  performance  that  should  not  be  missed. 
See  them  Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  the  Club  ’76  after  10  p.m. 


Saturday  Afternoons 

OPEN  AT  NOON 
2  DRINKS  FOR  1 


m. 


Pool  Tables  Pinball 


The  Place  to  be  is 

Twelve  Seventy 

261-1257 


southern  New  England.  The  Gallery 
filled  a  need  within  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity.  It  was  a  place  —  if  only  an 
extended  closet  —  to  be  gay  and  feel 
free. 

Later  straight  men  began  to  frequent 
the  Gallery  which  made  the  gay  cus¬ 
tomers  uncomfortable.  Former  owner 
Bob  Thibeault  tried  several  times  to  rid 
the  Gallery  of  the  heterosexual  ele¬ 
ment.  All  attempts  failed. 

This  summer,  under  doctor’s  orders, 
Thibeault  sold  the  bar  to  bartender 
Roland  Lamothe.  It  was  closed  for  two  - 
weeks  for  renovations  and  a  new 
admission  policy  was  instituted. 

On  opening  —  or  rather  reopening 
—  night  I  spoke  to  Roland.  He  ex¬ 
plained  the  new  policy  at  the  door. 
Invitation  cards  may  be  picked  up 
every  day  after  2  p.m.  These  cards  will 
be  distributed  at  Roland’s  discretion, 
are  non-transferable  and  can  be 
revoked  without  notice.  Cover  charge 
is  $2.00  on  weeknights,  $3.00  Friday 
and  Saturday. 

There  were  a  few  physical  changes  in 
the  bar.  The  decor,  lights,  etc.,  were 
slightly  altered.  Security  has  been 
®  beefed  up,  both  outside  and  inside,  to 
protect  the  safety  and  well-being  of  the 
.S  bar’s  patrons.  But  the  biggest  change  is 
|>  that  the  bar  was  nearly  100%  gay  on 
3  reopening  night.  There  was  a  large  per- 
•*“  centage  of  lesbians  present,  the  atmos- 
©  phere  was  electric  and  the  people 
£  friendly.  I  was  amazed  by  the  number 


of  people  present.  You  actually  had  to 
elbow  your  way  to  the  dance  floor  — 
something  that  you  haven’t  had  to  do 
at  the  Gallery  in  too  long  a  time. 

The  new  owner,  Roland,  appears  to 
be  determined  to  keep  the  bar  all  gay. 
There  are  currently  negotiations  with 
several  gay  circuit  performers,  includ¬ 
ing  Wayland  Flowers,  to  perform  in 
the  upstairs  Cabaret  Room. 

I  also  spoke  to  Bob  Thibeault.  He 
explained  how  the  bar  had  gradually 
turned  straight.  “You  start  with  one 
gay  kid.  He  brings  a  faghag  who  brings 
her  girlfriend  who  in  turn  invites  her 
straight  boyfriend.  Before  you  know  it, 
you’ve  got  three  straights  to  one  gay.” 
Although  Thibeault  admits  he  was  still 
making  a  profit  with  a  straight  clien¬ 
tele,  he  boasts  of  the  Gallery  being  the 
only  gay  bar  solely  owned,  operated 
and  staffed  by  gays.  He  thinks  gays 
should  suppport  each  other  and  says 
the  future  of  the  bar  is  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  its  patrons. 

The  opening  night  crowd  was  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  large  turnout  and  appre¬ 
ciative  of  the  return  of  gays  to  the 
Gallery.  Many  were  hesistant  to  predict 
whether  or  not  the  Gallery  will  remain 
gay,  but  everyone  agreed  the  success  of 
the  venture  is  largely  up  to  them. 

Although  I  am  not  advocating  com¬ 
plete  separation,  it  is  comforting  to 
pause  in  the  struggle  for  liberation  and 
come  home  to  a  Gallery  surrounded  by 
our  gay  sisters  and  brothers. 


232  newbury  street  boston  mass.  02T16 


fall  special:  haircuts  by 

annette  $12.00  call  266-0300 
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By  Francis  Too  hey 

Colette’s  is  one  of  the  stranger  Cin¬ 
derella  stories  —  born  a  male,  she  went 
on  to  become  a  woman  through  surg¬ 
ery  whjle  still  in  her  teens,  apprenticed 
then  as  the  only  female  to  regularly 
perform  a  strip-tease  in  a  gay  club,  and 
finally  opened -her  first  one-woman 
show,  Here  I  Am,  at  Together  Tuesday 
night.  For  an  act  that  looks  at  first 
glance  to  be  so  much  pantomime-to- 
records,  there’s  surprising  imagination 
and  care  at  work  often  enough  and 
enough  going  on  to  solicit  some 
exploration  .  .  . 

The  key  word  for  Here  I  Am  might 
be  vulnerability.  Colette  knows  what 
her  liabilities  are  —  inexperience  and 
the  potential  monotony  of  pantomime. 
As  a  result,  she’s  worked  toward  over¬ 
coming  them  with  frequent  changes  of 
mood,  costume,  character  and  props, 
while  employing  an  instinct  for  turning 
this  vulnerable  quality  into  a  means  for 
manipulating  the  audience.  The  spirit 
behind  all  of  this  is  the  friendly  ghost 
of  so  many  off-Broadway  musical 
revues  from  several  years  back.  Colette 
consistently  commands  our  interest  in 
a  way  that  only  young,  open-ro-risk 
performers  can  —  if  something  doesn’t 
quite  work  out,  the  vitality  of  the 
bounce-back  is  exhilarating. 

Here  I  Am' s  breakable  fairytale  tone 
with  its  choice  of  fragile  Bernadette 
Peters-type  material,  its  Godspell 
clown,  the  tiny  pinwheels  and  give¬ 
away  candy  and  play  money,  strikes  an 
oddly  evocative  assymmetry  with 
Colette’s  dramatic  Sophia  Loren 
looks.  From  the  first,  when  she  interp- 


The  Fabulous  Sex  Change  Colette  at 
the  opening  of  her  one-woman  show  at 
Together. 

photo  by  Joseph  Glavin 

rets  the  line:  I  wouldn’t  change  a  thing 
if  I  had  to  live  my  life  all  over,  while 
holding  up  her  scarf  to  catch  projected 
images  of  herself  at  work  and  play  — 
it’s  obvious  that  there’s  a  finger  on  a 
definite  pulse.  What  Colette’s  striving 
for  is  a  certain  exquisite  quality  in  the 
tradition  of  Giulietta  Masina  in  Fel¬ 
lini’s  La  Strada.  With  a  tightening  of 
the  timing  and  better  orchestration  of 
the  stage  effects,  some  of  the  same  is 
potentially  within  Colette’s  reach.  She 
has  some  talent  as  a  mime,  but  she 
needs  that  experience  behind  her.  The 
sincerity  of  the  effort  is  apparent  in  the 


fresh  excitement,  like  all  those  kids’ 
barnyard  productions  portrayed  in  so 
many  Judy  Garland/Mickey  Rooney 
pictures.  Let’s  say  right  now  that  a  star 
is  not  born  so  much  as  she  is  well- 
conceived  and  on  her  way  .  .  . 

★  ★  ★ 

We  went  to  Paradise  a  week  ago  and 
found  it  somewhat  better  than  our 
Judeo-Christian  upbringings  had  led  us 
to  expect  —  it’s  a  gay  saloon!  The 
decor  is  less  than  heavenly  but  with  the 
longest  bar  in  this  or  any  other  world 
and  the  English  Pub-sized  beers,  this 
Cambridge  spot  ought  to  make  more 
than  its  share  of  converts  .  .  .  Styx  had 
a  lovely-to-look-at  third  anniversary 
party  last  week  with  bartender  David 
Graham  popping  off  all  over  the  place 
with  the  free  champagne,  turning  up 
behind  us  every  time  we  drained  our 
glass  with  a  pinch  and  more  poured. 
My  ex-Nightfall  pal,  Lo-Rain  Dudley, 
was  on  hand  with  the  hors  d’oeuvres 
.  .  .  Bruce  Jope  and  I  celebrated  our 
own  third  the  same  evening,  finding 
ourselves  in  Chinatown  with  that  old 
money-bag,  Mr.  Sylvia  Sidney  who 
generously  picked  up  the  tab  .  .  .  Bruce 
presented  me  with  a  set  of  three  boxes 
from  Grasshopper  of  Charles  Street  — 
each  of  them  heart  shaped  of  Japanese 
lacquer,  each  fitting  within  another, 
one  for  each  year  .  .  .  Don  C.  Hanover 
III  is  in  Fort  Lauderdale  this  week  as 
the  guest  of  the  Marlin  Beach  Hotel.  It 
seems  they  like  his  work  so  much, they 
invited  him  to  come  on  down,  all  ex¬ 
penses  paid,  to  do  their  publicity 
photographs  .  .  .  Those  of  you  who 
remember  Tom  Nylund  from  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  Tom’s  been  ap¬ 
pointed  director  of  the  Gay  Commu¬ 
nity  Services’  VD  control  program  out 
in  Los  Angeles  .  .  .  Happy  tenth  to  The 
Advocate  while  we’re  out  in  the  area 
.  .  .  Over  Worcester-way  we  see 


Isaiah’s,  a  new  bar  for  cruising  only, 
has  opened  at  1 1  Thomas  Street  .  .  . 
Colette  will  have  some  competition  at 
the  Boston  Repertory  Company  now 
that  mime  Gary  Shore’s  show,  The 
Outcast,  is  back  downtown  .  .  .  And 
the  darkly  sensual  compositions  of 
Joan  Armatrading  will  be  filling  Sym¬ 
phony  Hall  Nov.  15  when  that  woman 
comes  to  town  .  .  .  Phoebe  Snow’s  fans 
will  be  all  in  a  flurry  when  she  comes 
down  at  Don  Law’s  new  Paradise  Nov. 
8,  9  and  10  ...  If  you’re  not  planning  a 
trip  to  the  Big  Apple,  start  now  be¬ 
cause  David  Hockney  is  having  a  rare 
show  of  new  paintings,  drawings  and 
prints  at  Emmerich  Gallery,  41  E.  57th 
Street  through  the  16th  .  .  .  While 
you’re  down  there  you  might  check  to 
see  if  The  New  York  Times  has  been 
cold-bloodedly  stealing  any  more  of 
GCN’s  review  headlines  ...  If  poor 
Truman  Capote  had  only  imagined 
what  the  gods’  response  would  be  to 
his  Answered  Prayers'.  Well,  the 
preface  to  that  work,  a  book  called  The 
Dogs  Bark:  Public  People  and  Private 
Lives,  is  now  available  in  paperback 
from  Plume  ...  I  wonder  if  there’s  a 
ban  in  Boston  on  the  late  Pier  Paolo 
Passolini’s  last  film,  Salo:  120  Days  in 
Sodom ?  It’s  scheduled  nowhere  as  far 
as  I  can  see  ...  I  heard  that  critic  Rex 
Reed  thought  the  late  director’s  death 
in  the  embrace  of  a  hustler  was 
something  along  the  lines  of  just 
rewards  for  the  above  film’s  depravity 
.  .  .  Rex  ought  to  keep  his  judgments 
where  they’re  most  suited  —  TV’s 
Gong  Show  ...  I  love  it .  .  .  The  Rhode 
Island  Community  Services  and  the 
Lesbian  Feminist  Union  is  sponsoring 
a  series  of  coffeehouses  at  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Big  Mother  Coffeehouse  .  .  . 
Producer  Lois  is  auditioning  new  talent 
for  the  series  and  the  first  is  Nov.  20 
.  .  .  Call  401-944-4544  .  .  .  Till  next 
week. 
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OPENING 

Fri.,  Nov.  4th-5pm 

Dress:  Tres  Chic 


Our  Restaurant  Opens  With  Our  Special 
Sunday  Brunch — Nov.  6,  11:30am  to  4pm 


Club  Max  at  Park  Square 
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DOCTOR  PRECIOUS 
The  whole  world's  witness  to  our  mad 
affair.  How  private  can  we  be?  What  if  we 
land  on  microfilm.  We’ll  need  a  magnify¬ 
ing  glass  to  see!  All  my  love,  Nudge. 

"~STAN  ST.  DRAGON-KILLER 
So.  how  was  the  return  flight?  Loved  see¬ 
ing  you.  Do  not  be  immoral.  Go  back  to 
Ha  Mishbacha.  They  need  you.  Give  my 
love  to  Rob  when  you  see  him.  PSTPHD 

sends  her  love. _ 

GWF  looking  for  Fern  31-40.  If  you  con¬ 
sider  yourself  a  challenge,  answer  my  ad. 
Must  like  driving.  No  heavy  drugs.  Like 
kids.  Send  photo.  Write  P.O.  Box  77, 
Fitchburg ,  MA  01420. _ (21) 

TED  JACOB  •  5:27  PM  NOV  2 
Happy  birthday.  Down  the  corridors  of  my 
mind,  across  misty  memories  I  retrace 
the  paths  you  made  . . .  and  wish  we  were 

together.  XXX  ME  XXX _ (18) 

GF  seeking  gay  friends — women  &  men. 
Share  time,  mutual  interests.  No  smoke, 
reas.  drink.  Live  in  country  prefer  simple 
folk.  Lived  in  S.  Am.  4  yrs.  GCN  Box  838. 

(18  +  ) 

ALONE  IN  PLYMOUTH 
Looking  for  other  gay  persons  in  the  Ply- 
mouth/Cedarville/Buzzard  Bay  area  for 
companionship— socializing,  especially 
a  male  18  to  30  to  possibly  share  house. 
Send  name,  address  phone  ff  to  P.O.  Box 
1663,  Buzzards  Bay,  MA  02532.  (19) 

KEENE,  NH  AREA 

GM,  30,  new  to  So.  Western  NH  seeks 
intelligent  and  attractive  gay  friends. 
Write  KED,  P.O.  Box  279,  Fitzwilliam,  NH 
03447. 

_ (17  +  ) 

DEAR  DAVID  IN  CAMBRIDGE 
Happiest  Birthday.  Sorry  we  could  not  B 
there  with  U.  We  love  you.  Your  2  weenies 
up  North.  E&J. _ (17) 

SHY/ISOLATED  IN  BOSTON? 

Quiet,  friendly  student,  new  to  area, 
seeks  males,  22-35  preferred.  I'm  22;  5’6"; 
br;  slim;  Chicano;  liberal  views; 
conservative,  scholarly  appearance. 
Reside  Cambridge.  Enjoy  films,  popular 
music,  dancing,  long  walks, 
conversation.  Seek  mature,  sensitive 
male  who  enjoys  sharing  good  times.  If 
you  aren't  huge  or  obese,  looks  and  race 
unimportant.  I'm  not  pushy;  we  could 
simply  share  a  dinner  or  go  dancing. 
Anything  more,  welcome,  but  not 
expected.  Write  me  about  yourself,  your 
likes  and  pleasures,  your  ideas  and  pro¬ 
posals.  Out  or  your  place  only.  No  prep¬ 
pies,  ego-maniacs,  lobotomized 
musclemen,  midnight  cowboys.  I  can't 
guarantee  a  reply,  but  it  won't  hurt  to  try! 
GCN  Box  836. _ (18) 

CLOSET  WOMEN 

If  you  care  about  what  happens  to  gays 
and  want  to  contribute  in  some  way, 
please  contact  Nancy  at  GCN  Box  K77. 
Give  me  some  non-revealing  way  of 
getting  in  touch  with  you.  Please  make 
suggestions  about  how  you  think  women 
in  the  closet  can  make  some  impact  on 
the  political  scene  without  being 
exposed  or  uncomfortable  in  any  way. 
Thanks  very  much. _ _ _ (c) 

A  NATURE  GW  DAD 
I  live  alone  in  rural,  interesting,  culturally 
lively  central  NE  area  far  from  small 
family  of  yng  children.  Poor  but  self-sup¬ 
porting  in  industry,  semi-professional  in 
human  services,  college  education,  vege¬ 
tarian-leaning,  non-smoking  &  drugs, 
little  alcohol,  I  like  home,  family,  close¬ 
ness,  private  times,  dancing,  total  loving 
relationship  with  sex,  outside  interests. 
Would  you  be  mature,  educated,  respon¬ 
sible,  affectionate,  alive  to  several  inter¬ 
ests,  honest,  open,  with  sense  of  humor 
&  love  of  home  life  &  healthy  activities? 
Please  write;  1  promise  you  an  answer. 
GCN  Box  832  (19) 

GWF  28,  would  love  to  meet  fern,  or  sexy 
appr.  GWF  for  a  very  warm  &  affectionate 
relationship!  Please  respond  to  GCN  Box 
805.  (18) 

GWM  woodworker,  37,  seeks  mature 
younger  GWM,  possibly  as  helper/ap¬ 
prentice,  to  share  simple  country  life  in 
Vermont.  Photo,  please.  GCN  Box  831. 

.. _  07) 

R  U  tired  of  standing  around  bars,  1  nite 
stands  and  the  instability  of  the  word 
love?  If  U  value  honesty  &  sensitivity,  be 
heard!  BGM  21,  5'9"  in  So  NH  sks  masc 
GM  21-26  to  dvlp  a  relationship  based  on 
■the  foundation  of  caring.  Please  write  PO 
Box  875,  Merrimack,  NH  03054.  (17) 

NOTHING  SUCCEEDS  LIKE  SUCCESS 
Try  a  GCN  Classified  and  get  to  know 
what  good  is!  If  you  see  gays  walking 
around  the  streets  and  smiling  it’s 
because  they’ve  tried  it  and  liked  it!  Be 
the  first  on  your  block  to  have  your  very 
own  GCN  Box.  - _ 

UConn  graduate  student  28,  6'4",  svelt, 
into  warm  and  caring  relationships  seek¬ 
ing  other  GWM  18-30,  no  trash.  I  want  real 
people.  GCN  Box  835. _ (17+) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  In 
any  ol  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box  _ ,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston 

MA  02108. 


for  sole 

FOR  SALE 

Queen  size  4  pc  walnut  bedrm  group  — 
58"  fruitwood  center  storage  cocktail 
table— misc.  lamps,  etc.  All  pieces  dam¬ 
aged  in  moving.  426-1837  eves.  (18  +  ) 


ATTN:  ELVIS  FANS! 

2  Posters  &  4-8tk  Tapes  of  the  King  only 
$24.95.  Send  M.O.  today — supply  is 
limited.  Send  to:  Scott,  Box  348,  B.U.  Sta., 
Boston,  MAQ2215. _ (18) 

McGarrigles,  Dancer  with  Bruised  Knees: 
“. . .  they  help  you  remember  experiences 
you  never  even  knew  you  had.”  (Stereo 
Review)  Played  once.  $4.00,  Don, 
661-6975  days.  _  _ 


services 

ATTENTION  STUDENTS  ET  AL 
Expert  editing  done  on  all  your  work.  No 
more  embarrassment  over  errors.  Also 
typing  of  finished  product.  Typing  only, 
75!  per  double-spaced  page.  Editing 
negotiable.  Call  Nancy  266-7880,  leave 
message,  keep  trying. _ (c) 

APARTMENTS  CLEANED 
On  a  weekly  basis.  Call  Bob  266-8190  or 
Brad  367-0660.  (19) 

PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975. _ 

Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour’or 
the  job.  Call  Gregg  at  367-1822  evenings. 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 

160  Comm.  Ave.  (Vendome  Mall) 
Boston  (617)247-1832 


PAINTING,  WALLPAPERING,  ETC 
Complete  home  refurbishing.  If  you  wont  it 
done  right  the  first  time,  coll  the  best  at 
(6)7)353-0969.  _ (17  +  ) 


APARTMENTS  CLEANED 
Reliable,  efficient,  call  241-7535,  ask  for 
Mario. _ (c) 

NO.  SHORE  HOUSE  CLEANING 
House  cleaning  &  maintenance  by  honest 
experienced  men.  Also  carpets  steam 
cleaned  922-3508,  5-7  pm. _ (21) 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Portraits,  Portfolios,  Photocards.  High 
quality  black  &  white  photographs  by 
Nicolas.  Call  482-0750. _ (1 8) 


TYPING 

Manuscript,  thesis,  term  paper,  authors, 
legal  work  —all  kinds  of  typing  done  by 
expert  professional  typist.  (75  wpm)  80!  a 
page.  Call  eves  after  5,  241-7535  or  days 
at  GCN.  426-4469  Ask  for  Tony. _ (c) 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
(603)  224-5600  Concord 


GAY  BUSINESS  PERSONS 

Tired  of  dealing  with  many  sales  people? 
Have  problems  deciding  where  to  invest 
your  money  for  business  promotions?  D. 
Bellavance  Agency  will  help  you.  Free 
consultations.  Call  536-4400.  A  Board 
Member  of  the  Gay  Business  Associa¬ 
tion.  (51) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
a  GROUP  COUNSELING 

For  Quincy  ond  Newton  call  472-1331 
For  Blockstone  Volley  or  Narragantett  Bay  Area 
CAU  (617)  883-8220  FOR  APPT. 


oportments 

Clean  modern  studio  and  1  bdrm  apt  now 
available,  near  PRU.  $150.  Call  Jay  267- 

7422.  Keep  trying. _ (19) 

SOUTH  END  APT  FOR  RENT 
Near  city  hospital  ultra  modern  apt  2  BR, 
dishwasher,  disposal.  $300  per  mo.  utilil- 
ities  not  inc.  247-0570.  6-10pm,  Sat  &  Sun 
all  day. _ (19) 

Medford  house  for  rent.  7  rms,  2  full 
baths,  frpl,  full  basement.  On  bus  line,  2 
car  garage.  $450/mo.  Louise  Young  R  E. 
646-1600. _  (19) 

Lg,  clean,  attr  rms  w/kitchenette  $40/wk, 
also  studio  apt  $195/mo,  all  utils  inch 
Nice  atmosphere,  convenient  street  in 
Boston's  South  End.  Call  267-5410,  6-8 
pm. _ (19) 

1  bdrm  &  studio  apts,  large  rooms,  attrac¬ 
tive  hse  &  street  in  Boston's  SoOth  End. 
$195-285/mo,  inc.  all  util.  Call  267-5410, 
6-8  pm _  (19) 


CHEAP  APARTMENT 

in  Allston.  Call  Tony  Bosco  783-5131. 

roommates 

Clean,  discreet  roommate  wanted  to 
share  "Showcase'’  apt  w/2  non-lover 
GWMs.  Own  rm  &  kitch  &  laundry 
facilities.  $38/wk  +  phone.  Call  Al  at 
666-9697. 

(18) 


Beacon  Hill  nice  2  bdrm  apt— need  one 
roommate  for  immed.  occ.  Own  bdrm  for 
$110-130,  negot.  367-1567. 

_ _  OB) 

GWM  teacher  has  large  2  bedroom  apt  to 
share  with  similar  professional  GWM. 
Your  share  165.  227-3782.  Call  between 
4-6  pm.  Keep  trying. _ _  (19) 

Roommate— Beacon  Hill  2  bdrm,  mod  kit, 
bath,  exposed  bk,  d&d,  must  be  non- 
smoker,  and  very  independent.  523-4374. 
_ _ (19) 

GM  looking  for  home  w/2-4  GM  IN  Camb. 
area.  I  am  cat  lover,  plant  lover,  student  of 
occult.  Leave  message  for  Lester  at  GCN 
426-8752. 

_ (c) 

Prof  mature  F  seeks  same  to  split  2  ways 
3  bdr  elegant  Brookline  Apt.  Call  5:30-7 
only,  277-2799. _ (18  +  ) 

M  wants  1-2  M  rmates  for  Nov.  1 .  Brighton 
spacious  apt,  2  fam  hse.  100/mo  +  utils. 
Call  Gabe,  254-2310. _ (18  +  ) 

GWM  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
To  share  with  same  large  7  room  home. 
Has  2  car  garage,  fireplace,  w/w,  dish¬ 
washer  &  is  completely  furnished. 
170/mo  incl  all  utils.  Call  588-1408,  ask  for 
Fred. _ (19) 

1  F  needed  to  make  4th  in  co-op  les.  fern, 

spacious  hsld.  in  Davis  Sq.  Conv.  to 
trans.  Congenial  easy-going  women.  $86 
+  util.  628-6588. _ (19) 

Prfssnl  GWM  30  looking  4  a  nonsmoking 
responsible  person  2  split  2  ways  3  bed 
lux  apt  6  miles  north  of  Bos!  Utilities 
furnished,  ans.  service,  gym,  parking!!  I 
did  not  put  this  ad-N  4  sex!  I  pref  a 
student  or  educated  gay  WM  or  WF!  No 
lease  nec!  month  plus  month  n-adv  is! 
$300  M  each  322-1 162  (call  5-7pm  only). 

(13 -F) 

2  lesbians  need  3rd  to  complete  quiet, 

sunny,  3  bdr  apt  in  house  w/porches,  res. 
area — Oak  Sq.  Bri,  mostly  veg.,  no  cigs, 
rent  95/m  +  util.  782-3539. _ (18) 

Belmont— 2  women,  1  man  need  2  rmtes 
to  share  5  bedrm  apt.  Rent  $90/mo  + 
utils  &  sec  dep,  near  T.  Friendly,  open 
atmostphere.  Avail.  Oct.  15.  (617)  628- 
5474  Comma  or  Bruce.  ( 1 5  + ). 

GWM  seeks  2  clean,  discreet  roommates; 
no  alcohol  or  drug  probs.  Own  room  ea. 
+  kitchen  &  laundry  fac.  $38/wk.  + 
phone.  Call  Al  at  666-9697, _ (15) 

BEAUTIFUL  COUNTRY  HOUSE 
Male  roommates  wanted  to  share  country 
house  with  two  gay  males  in  twenties,  20 
rtiins  from  Bos.  Need  car.  GCN  Box  830. 

(15) 

GM  needed  to  share  large  11  room  luxury 
house  in  Dedham.  Must  be  reliable  and 
compatible.  Call  after  6pm  326-8134,  (17) 

job  op 

Experienced  keypunchers  needed  for  vol¬ 
unteer  work  on  sexuality  survey.  Contact 
Don  Barrett  at  Box  761. 


Piano  player  wanted  as  back-up  for  two 
male  singers.  Nightclub  and  resort  gigs, 
flexibility  to  travel  a  must.  Call  Dan  8am- 
10am  (617)  266-8262. 


Part  time  bartenders,  waiters,  doormen 
and  coat  room  personnel.  Applications 
being  accepted  at  STYX.  Contact  man¬ 
ager,  Michael  Conrad,  Thurs.  Nov.  3,  be- 
tween  3  &  6  pm  in  person. _ (18) 

Male  lead  wanted  for  reviews.  Some 
stage  exp.  nec.  Call  289-8366,  284-5476. 
Ask  for  Chris  or  Jerry.  Only  serious  need 
apply.  Call  1 2-7  p.m. _ (?) 

misc 

EROTIC  STATUES 

A  trio  of  bold  and  erotic  statues:  Solo, 
Homage  to  Priapus,  Phallomania.  Illus¬ 
trated  brochure,  one  dollar.  Waynesart, 
Dept.  42,  28  SE  9th  St.,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
FL  33316. _ "  (18) 

GAY  WOMEN 

We  have  a  few  spaces  left  in  our  12  week 
Personal  Growth  group  for  Gay  Women. 
This  group  will  offer  a  safe  and  suppor¬ 
tive  environment  in  which  you  can  define 
and  explore  issues  that  are  important  in 
your  life.  The  group  will  meet  Monday 
nights  from  7:30-9pm  at  Homophile  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Service,  80  Boylston  St., 
Rm  855,  Boston.  Pre-group  interview  re¬ 
quired.  Call  now  for  appointment  542- 
5188.  (16) 

instruction 

GUITAR  LESSONS 

For  beginners.  Exp'd  teacher,  woman. 

Individual  instruction  $4/hr 
Call  523-3892  (16  +  ) 

RECORDER  STUDY  GROUP 
Wantqroui:  (or  serious  study  of  recorder, 
but  also  for  fun  &  companionship  — 
weekly  —  for  beginners.  Call  Jim  Henley 
eves  (617)  964-5128. _ (13  +  ) 

movers 

The  Jim  Clark  Moving  Co. 

Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


wanted 


WANTED 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint,  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  Tony  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  Tony  at 
426-4469. _  jfi) 

penpals 

Attractive  19  yr  old  male  wishes  correspon¬ 
dence  while  at  school.  Enjoys  travel,  sports 
&  writing.  GCN  Box  837, _ (17+) 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  frorffprinting 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  qrint  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92.  _ (c) 

Incarcerated  Black,  28,  novice  writer, 
seeks  attractive  young  TV  or  GWM  for 
friendship  &  correspondence.  Geoffrey 
Toliver,  #73  A  6268,  Box  51,  Constock,  NY 
12821 _ (18) 

Since  being  incarcerated  I  have  over¬ 
come  drug  addiction,  enrolled  in  college 
and  totally  reconstructed  my  personal 
life.  I  am  interested  in  sincere  people  who 
can  care  as  feeling  human  beings,  and  I 
will  answer  every  letter  I  receive.  Edward 
(Ted)  Floyd,  144411,  Box  45699,  Lucas- 
ville,  OH  45699. _ (18) 

Seeking  correspondence  with  anyone 
who  might  understand  the  meaning  of 
friendship  to  a  prisoner.  Walt  Woolfolk, 
028424,  cell  5-3-5-7,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091. _ 08) 

BiWM,  27,  5'9",  169,  black  hair  &  eyes. 
Interested  in  long  lasting  sincere  friend¬ 
ship.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Prefer  men 
35-50.  Thomas  Beavers,  A-041491, 
16-2115,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 
_ _  (18) 

WM  20,  5'6”,  130,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes. 
No  friends  or  family  on  outside.  Need 
help  and  friends.  Will  answer  all.  Dale 
Collins  144-744,  P.O.  Box  511,  Columbus, 
OH  43216. _ (is) 

5’8",  140.  Have  no  one  to  write  to  me. 
Please  write  Milton  A.  Dotson,  021404, 
C-44,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (18) 

BM,  25,  serving  15  yrs.  Out  78  or  79, 
looking  for  someone  very  fern  to  write. 
Also  need  new  place  to  relocate.  Thomas 
Sherman,  041243,  P.O.  Box  747,  Apt. 

21-3208,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (18) 

Don’t  look  any  further.  Here  I  am.  Yng 
WM,  6’1Vi",  1 75,  brown/brown.  Lonely 
and  to  be  released  soon.  Keith  Jones, 
P.O.  Box  1167,  Gainesville,  FL  32601.  (18) 


JSIFIEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSD 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make -check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  j 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

6 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office:  ’ 

Our  hours  arc  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

V  ■ 

There  isachargeof  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ ,_at  $ _ per  wk. 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Name _ 

Address. 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 
Please  Print  Neatly. 

City _ _  State _ 

.  Zip_ Phone 
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Gay  prisoner,  very  lonely,  31.  blond,  blue 
eyes,  51 1",  Virgo.  Seek  goodlkng  guy,  27 
who  is  lonely  and  really  wants  friend. 
Rick  Baniel  144  099.  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (15) 

Attractive,  intelligent  M  28,  5'6 ',  140  sks 
correspondence  w/gay  community.  Gene 
Jones,  007813,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 

32091  _ (15) 

BM,  26,  6'1Vi",  161,  brown  eyes.  It  brown 
complexion,  interested  in  sports,  collect¬ 
ing  stamps,  music,  swimming,  writing  ab¬ 
stract  poetry,  some  song  writing,  sex  and 
reading.  I  haven't  anyone  to  write  of  my 
choice,  hope  you  will  render  me  some 
aid.  Robert  Henry  Howell,  III.  148-805, 
P.O  Box  511,  Columbus,  OH  43216.  (19) 

19,  160.  5'9”.  blond  hair,  hazel  eyes.  In¬ 
terested  in  nature,  animals,  dirt  bike 
riding,  good  friends.  Out  soon.  James 
Owen,  Forensic  Unit,  Box  1000,  Chatta- 

hoochee,  FL  32324  _ (19) 

Two  lonely  prisoners.  Please  write  Mi¬ 
chael  Angel.  145-825  and  Wilson  R. 
Selick,  136-248,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucas- 
ville.  OH  45699.  (19) 

20,  5"8",  135,  It  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes.  In¬ 
terested  in  other  GM's,  age  doesn't  mat¬ 
ter.  Must  be  sincere,  honest,  no  S/M. 
Released  soon.  Hope  to  make  some 
friends,  want  no  straights.  John  Morgan, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  #037268. 

^ _ _ _ (19) 

29.  6'2",  170.  Interests:  horseback  riding, 
music,  boating,  stamp  collecting  and  sex. 
Chris.  A.  Mitchell,  140271,  P.O.  Box 
45699,  Lucasville.  OH  45699. _ (19) 

28,  lonely  want  someone  to  write  to  me. 
Will  answer  all.  Willie  Cyde,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091 , 029922-U2-N2.  (19) 

organizations 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER, 'church  service  at  6  In¬ 
stitute  Road,  2  p.m.  Sundays.  Rev.  Jos.  H. 
Gilbert,  pastor.  756-0730.  The  3rd  year 
begins. _ 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA  98109. 
(206)  282-5798.  MembershiD  $5.00. 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance  at  5:30  pm.  For  info,  contact 
Dignity/Boston.  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 14,  Tel.  536-6518. _ (35) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
Civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALUANCE  NJ 
—  Men  and  women  —  Milltantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Frl.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 

p.m,  (201)  343-6402. _ _ 

COMING  TO  S.F.  BAY  AREA? 
Stanford  Gay  People’s  Union  welcomes 
you.  Social  hours,  rap  group,  peer  coun¬ 
seling,  programs,  parties.  Phone  (415) 
497-1488;  mail  to  Box  8265,  Stanford,  CA 
94305. _ _ 

CONSCIOUSNESS  RAISING 
Men,  40  and  older,  have  problems  differ¬ 
ent  from  young  Gay  Activists.  Small  dis¬ 
cussion  group  forming  NYC.  Call  (212) 
242-81 12  or  write  Burdick,  Apt.  1C,  270  W. 
25th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10001, _ 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Morris¬ 
town,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  884-0653;  347-6234. 

LUTHERANS 

ALC;  LCA  AND  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
love,  understanding  in  our  church. 
Lutherans  Concerned  (for  gay  people), 
Box  B-19114A,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90019. 

publications 

CALIFORNIA  SCENE.  7th  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25,  ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  Interest  and  news  of  all  California 
plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews  and 
book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los  Angeles, 
CA  90026. 


TRADE  WIND  POEMS 
Send  $1.30  to  Val  Colebrook,  R.F.D.  Vine¬ 
yard  M  A  02568. _ (1 8+) 

FREE  BROCHURE 
Gay  male  magazines  and  items 
The  LABELLE  Company 
P  O  Box  280 

Talmadge,  Ohio  44278  (17) 

LESBIAN  ART  AND  ARTISTS 
Third  issue  of  Heresies:  A  Feminist  Publica¬ 
tion  on  Art  and  Politics  now  available.  Send 
$3.00  to  Heresies,  P.O.  Box  766,  Canal  St. 
Sta.,  NY,  NY. _ (18) 

WHAT'S  NEW  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO? 
Read  the  SENTINEL  and  find  out.  News, 
features,  opinion  columns.  Politics,  the 
arts,  entertainment,  sports,  contests, 
classifieds.  San  Francisco's  NEWSpaper. 
Biweekly.  $15/year.  SENTINEL,  12  Sharon 
St.,  S.F.,  CA  94114. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $6.  Sample  copy  60®.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News:  Personals;  and  More.  Send  $1 
for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  Issues  (In 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Cent.  St„  NYC  10017. 

THEY  WILL  KNOW  ME  BY  MY  TEETH 
Magaera  Press  proudly  announces  pub¬ 
lication  of  stories  &  poems  of  Lesbian 
struggle,  survival,  and  celebration  by 
Elana  Dykewoman  (author  of  "Riverfinger 
Woman").  For  Women  Only  from  Old 
Lady  Blue  Jeans,  P.O.  Box  515,  North¬ 
ampton,  MA  01060.  $3.50  plus  postage 
(25c). _ 

LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discoverthe  realities  of  the.Southern  gay 
experience.  Read  The  Barb,  The  News 
Monthly  for  Southern  Gays.  Regional  and 
National  News:  Lifestyle  Commentary, 
Entertainment  Columns.  Subscriptions 
per  year:  $5/3d  class;  $8/1  st  class. 
Sample  50c.  (All  copies  mailed  in  anony¬ 
mous  envelope.)  Classifieds  lOc/word. 
Master  Charge,  Euro  Card  and  Acess  ac¬ 
cepted.  The  South's  largest  gay  publica¬ 
tion;  The  Barb,  Box  7922-B,  Atlanta,  GA 
30309. 


KEEP  UP  WITH  THE  SOUTH 
Subscribe  to  the  Free  Press,  a  Southern 
news/magazine  published  every  two 
weeks  In  Charlotte,  NC,  comprised  of 
news,  features  and  regular  columns  of 
interest  to  everyone.  Two  year  subscrip¬ 
tion  (52  issues)  $10.00;  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  (26  issues)  $6.00;  sample  copy 
25c.  Please  respond  to  Free  Press,  Box 
2550,  Charlotte,  NC  28234.  Thank  yawl. 

OHIO  GAY  JOURNAL 
Subscribe  to  High  Gear,  Cleveland  based, 
non-sexist  monthly  journal  for  gay 
women  and  men.  Features  Ohio  news, 
historical-cultural  features,  politics,  run¬ 
ning  satire,  music,  et  al.  Send  $5  for  1  yr. 
sub.  or  50®  for  sample  copy  to  High  Gear, 
P.O.  Box  6177,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44101 . 

LESBIAN  CONNECTION 
A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and 
ideas  by,  for  and  about  lesbians  (dona¬ 
tions  are  always  welcome).  For  a  sub¬ 
scription  simply  send  your  name, 
address  and  zip  to:  Ambitious  Amazons, 
Box  811,  East  Lansina.  Ml  48823. 

"The  Wishing  Well";  a  national  publica¬ 
tion  with  emphasis  on  helping  gay/fem¬ 
inists  reach  others  with  similar  life 
styles.  Code  no's  used  to  insure  confi¬ 
dentiality.  P.O.  Box  1711,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95403. 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 

BAMBOO  LOUNGE 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

SOMEWHERE  j 

30  Avery  St. 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730  t 

Food,  Mixed. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

Men  &  Women.  "It’s  Different.” 

12-2PM  j 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 

45  Essex  St. 

228  Cambridge  St.  " 

Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

Dancing,  Men. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

39'Boylston  St.  338-7159 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

STYX 

Dancing,  Mixed. 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 

CHAPS 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

THE  SHED 

Food,  Men. 

Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

CITADEL 

PLAYLAND 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  4PM. 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 

21  Essex  St. 

TOGETHER 

Dancing,  Men. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

110  Boylston  St.  j 

CLUB  76 

119  MERRIMAC 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

1270 

Food,  Mixed 

Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet  9-11PM 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257  1 

COMMUNITY  CLUB 

RAINBOW  ROOM 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

15  Lansdowne  St. 

TWELVE  CARVER 

Noon  to  2AM,  7  days  a  week. 

Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

12  Carver  St.  S 

Dancing,  Games,  Food. 

SAINTS 

Men. 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

Quick 

Gay  Guide 

BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva  524-1 890, 628-3986 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  492-3433 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081,354-8807 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass. 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St. 

(Arlington  St.  Church) 

Elaine  Noble  (Rep.) 

Evangelicals  Concerned 
Fag  Rag 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Fengay,  c/oTom  Nylund 
Framingham  Unicorn  Society, 

P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham  01701 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101 
Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston 
Gay  Business  Ass’n  (Job  Bank), 

102  Charles  St.,  Boston  MA  02114 
Suite  129 

Gay  Community  News 
Gay  Education  Service  (Human 

Achievement  Foundation),  P.O.  Box 
398,  Allton  02134 

Gay  Hotline  3-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.) 

Gay  Legislation,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

JFK  Station,  Boston  02114, 

73  Tremont  St.,  Rm  224 
Gay  Men’s  Center, 

Box  614,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Nurses’  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900  (X2396) 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U.  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  do  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM) 

Gay  Youth  Advocates,  70  Charles  St. 

Gender  Identity  Service 
Good  Gay  Poets 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn. 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 
MIT  Homophile  League,  rm  50-306 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02 139  661-8898,661-6358 


742-8020 

661-3633 

536-6518 

727-2584 

894-3970 

536-9826 

267-7573 

267-1066 

887-8550 

266-2069 

471-6884 


739-2200 

426-4469 


277-2484 

426-9371 


742-4811 

247-7312 


523-0368 

267-9150 

266-3444 

333-0146 


742-2100 


661-1316 

547-2302 


354-0133 

353- 2790 
227-8587 
864-8181 
536-9826 
498-2014 
542-5188 
262-3057 

661-2537 

354- 8807 
536-3788 


661-0450 

523-7664 

253-5440 


New  Words  Bookstore  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o 
Student  Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation  for  crossdressers, 
transgenderists  and  gender  dysthorics, 

102  Charles  St.,  Suite  433,  Boston  02114 
Project  Lambda 
Project  Place 

Sexual  Health  centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay 
Concerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston 
02108 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 
Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women’s  Community  Health  in 
Cambridge 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition,  Box 
493,  Pittsfield  01201  528-9433 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gaybreak  Radio  (WMUA-FM,  91.9)  545-2876 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  732-9315 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Spring- 
field  01108 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton 
Williams  Gay  Support  Organization, 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College, 

Williamstown  01267 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Cape  Cod  Gavs  (men),  Box  301,  Hyannls  02601 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O  Box  348.  Lowell  08853 
Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St  Provincetown  02657  (44-6  pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women’s  Center,  27  Winter  St., 

Hyannis  02601 

Martha's  Vineyard  Gay  Group 
MCC/Worcester 
New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


586-2011 


771-6739 

627-5370 

756-0730 

999-1570 

487-0387 

471-7100 


Gay  Women's  Collective.  Women's  Center, 

U-118,  University  of  Ct., 

Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  232-5110 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B,  Hart¬ 
ford  06103  547-1281 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame 
Universal  527-2656 

UConn  Gay  Alliance,  University  of 
Ct.,  Box  U-8,  Storrs  06268.  (Office; 
rm.  21 1  Student  Union  (10-4  M-F)  486-2273 

Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 

House,  rm  510,  Providence  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  55  Eddy 
St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle 
Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St.,  Provi¬ 
dence  02912  863-2189 

Integrity,  Box  71,  Annex  Sta.,  Providence  02801 
MCC/Providence,  134  Mathewson  St.  751-6023 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrum  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  231-5853 

MAINE  (Area  Code  207) 

CMGA,  Box  2242,  Augusta  04330 
Confidential  Drug  and  Alcohol  Rap  Group, 

Box  4542,  Portland  04112 
Gay  People’s  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St.  773-2981 

University  of  Maine,  Portland  04103  ext.  535 
Growing.. .Sober  and  Gay,  Box  893,  Water- 
ville  04901 

Maine  Freewoman's  Herald,  193  Middle 
St.,  3rd  floor,  Portland  04111  774-6071 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force,  Box  4542,  Portland 
04112  773-5530 

Maine  Lesbian  Feminists,  Box  125,  Belfast 
04915 

Mainly  Gay,  Box  4542,  Portland  04112  773-5530 

The  Wllde-Stein  Club,  Memorial  Union, 

University  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 


CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203)  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

"Come  Out  Tonight,"  Box  WYBC/Yale  M^fension-  292  sta,e  s«-  PortsmOU,!l9jlfi7fi 

Station,  New  Haven  06520.  - -  Nashua  Area  Gays  673-5315 

522-5575  NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301  228-8542 

889-7530 


CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P  O  jBox  514,  Hart- 
ford  06101 

East  Conn.  Gay  Allianci,  Norwich 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-bs  p 


522-2646 

436-8945 


Northwood  Women's  Group,  G.  Ball,  Box 
273,  RFD  1,  Manchester  03104 
NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 


VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Counseling-Support  tor  Gay  Women,  c/o 
Susan  Katz,  South  VT  Women's  Health 
Center,  187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  VT 
05701  775-1518 

Gay  Student  Union,  Univ.  of  VT,  Burlington 

05401,  M-F,  7-9  pm  656-4173 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus). 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-11pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)244-8640 

or  244-9030 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201 

(518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)244-9030 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Stonewall  Society,  Pougkeepsie  (914)473-3857 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

Ass’n  of  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  Ron 
Ginsberg,  345  W.  21st  St.,  apt.  1-A 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Gay  People  at  Columbia,  Columbia  U., 

10027 

Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010 
The  Glines,  260  W.  Broadway 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448. 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.  10011 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta., 

10017 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  rm  506 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St. 

Tri-base  Collective 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave. 


1 


234-8683 

242-6616 

280-2574 

777-1800 

9252619 

758-1905 

741-2610 

242-1212 


741-1010 

255-8097 

533-4492 


675-0143 
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31  mon 

Boston  —  Halloween  open  house, 
before  primping  for  the  parties:  Vege¬ 
tarian,  collectively-run  restaurant,  “The 
Hedge  School.”  Come  for  natural 
treats.  5:30-8pm,  211  Bay  State  Rd. 
(near  B.U.). 

November 

1  tues 

NYC  —  Twenty  Years  of  Gay  History: 
The  Gay  Movement  Before  Stonewall.  3 
lectures.  Tonight  8  p.m.:  The  Origins. 
John  D’Emilio,  speaker.  School  for 
Marxist  Education,  186  W.  4th  St.  (enter 
Barrow  St.).  (212)  989-6493.  $2. 

2  wed 

Provincetown,  MA  —  Forum  sponsored 
by  Human  Rights  Coalition  of  Province- 
town.  Tonight  at  6  pm,  Town  Hall  Audi¬ 
torium. Topic  will  be  gay  issues.  Info: 
487-9032. 


Deadline  for  all  Calendar  Items,  Every- 
week  and  Quick  Gay  Guide  is  12  noon 
each  Wednesday  for  the  next  issue. 


3  thur 

Waltham,  MA  —  Brandeis  Gay  Alliance 
hosts  Joe  Martin  from  Gay  Legislation. 
8  pm,  International  Lounge,  Usdan  Stu¬ 
dent  Center,  Brandeis  University. 

4  Sri 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Lilith  Enterprises 
presents  the  Berkeley  Women’s  Collec¬ 
tive  in  concert  at  the  Educational  Cen¬ 
ter  for  the  Arts,  55  Audobon  Street,  8 
pm.  Tickets  $3  in  advance,  $3.50  at 
door.  Childcare  provided. 

Amherst,  MA  —  People’s  Gay  Alliance 
of  UMass  will  sponsor  a  coffeehouse  at 
8  pm  to  1  am  in  Hampden  D.C.  theatre. 
Live  entertainment.  Admission  $1.00. 


5  sat  19 

Providence,  Rl  —  “What  do  gay  rights 
mean  to  you?”  A  rally  for  gay  rights  and 
the  Providence  Comprehensive  Anti- 
Discrimination  Ordinance  will  be  held 
at  the  First  Unitarian  Church,  Benefit  & 
Benevolent  Streets,  from  3:30  to  5  pm. 
Elaine  Noble  is  keynote  speaker.  Rally 
will  be  followed  by  a  reception  at  Fife  & 
Drum,  Weybosset  &  Dorrance  Sts.  Info 
Gay  Help  Line  8-12  pm  (401)  751-3322. 


Cambridge  —  Gay  Folkdancing  for 
women  and  men,  3-6pm  fn  Peabody 
Room,  3rd  floor  Phillips  Broks  House 
(north  end  of  Harvard  Yard). 

6  sun 

Boston  —  Human  Achievement  Gay 
Education  Service  “Exploratory  Meet¬ 
ings”  for  a  Boston  Gay  Community 
Center.  3-5  pm  at  96  Beacon  St.  Info:  Al 
Bouchard  277-2484. 
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□  52  weeks  *15.00 
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copies  of  A  Gay  Per¬ 


son's  Guide  to  New  England  including  the  1977 
supplement  at  $4.25  each  (3.75  plus  .50  postage). 
Please  send _ copies  of  A  Gay  Per¬ 

son’s  Guide  to  New  England,  1977  supplement 
only  at  $1.50. 
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